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Section A

1. How does Hardy use imagery and other literary devices to convey the
feeling of lovelessness between the two people in the following poem?

Neutral tones

We stood by a pond that winter day,
And the sun was white, as though chidden of God,
And a few leaves lay on the starving sod,;

-- They had fallen from an ash, and were gray.

Your eyes on me were as eyes that rove

Over tedious riddles of years ago;

And some words played between us to and fro
On which lost the more by our love.

The smile on your mouth was the deadest thing
Alive enough to have the strength to die;
And a grin of bitterness swept thereby

Like an ominous bird a-wing...

Since then, keen lessons that love deceives,

And wrings with wrong, have shaped to me

Your face, and the God-curst sun, and a tree,
And a pond edged with grayish leaves.

Thomas Hardy (1840-1928)
[100 marks]

2. Identify the distinctive features in the following poem. What purposes
and effects do they help to achieve?

The Voice

Woman much missed, how you call to me, call to me,
Saying that now you are not as you were

When you changed from the one who was all to me,
But as at first, when our day was fair.

Can it be you that | hear? Let me view you, then,
Standing as when | drew near the town
3l
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Where you would wait for me: yes, as | knew you then,
Even to the original air-blue gown!

Or is it only the breeze, in its listlessness
Travelling across the wet mead to me here,
You being ever dissolved to wan wistlessness,
Heard no more again far or near?

Thus I; faltering forward,
Leaves around me falling,

Wind oozing thin through the thorn from norward,
and the woman calling.

Thomas Hardy (1840-1928)
[100 marks]

Analyse the language in the following poem and show how it expresses
the persona’s anguish at the loss of a dear one.

Stop all the Clocks

Stop all the clocks, cut off the telephone,
Prevent the dog from barking with a juicy bone,
Silence the pianos and with muffled drum
Bring out the coffin, let the mourners come.

Let aeroplanes circle moaning overhead

Scribbling on the sky the message He is Dead,

Put crepe bows round the white necks of the public doves,
Let the traffic policemen wear black cotton gloves.

He was my North; my South, my East and West,
My working week and my Sunday rest,

My noon, my midnight, my talk, my song;
| thought that love would last for ever: | was wrong.

The stars are not wanted now: put out every one;
Pack up the moon and dismantle the sun;

Pour away the ocean and sweep up the wood.
For nothing now can ever come to any good.

W.H. Auden (1907-1973)
[100 marks]
... 4/-
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Section B

4. Write a critical commentary on the language that is used in the
following text, paying particular attention to its nouns, adjectives, verbs,
adverbs and figures of speech. What effects do they help to create?

Winnie’'s mother was a stout, wheezy woman, with a large brown
face. She wore a black wig under a white cap. Her swollen legs
rendered her inactive. She considered herself to be of French descent,
which might have been true; and after a good many years of married
life with a licensed victualler of the more common sort, she provided for
the years of widowhood by letting furnished apartments for gentlemen
near Vauxhill Bridge Road in a square once of some splendour and still
included in the district of Belgravia. This topographical fact was of
some advantage in advertising her rooms; but the patrons of the worthy
widow were not exactly of the fashionable kind. Such as they were, her
daughter Winnie helped to look after them. Traces of the French
descent which the widow boasted of were apparent in Winnie, too.
They were apparent in the extremely neat and artistic arrangement of
her glossy dark hair. Winnie had also other charms; her youth; her full,
rounded form; her clear complexion; the provocation of her
unfathomable reserve, which never went so far as to prevent
conversation, carried on on the lodger's part of animation, and on hers
with an equable amiability.

Joseph Conrad (1907) The Secret Agent

[100 marks]
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Analyse the following text in terms of its fictional sequencing and give
reasons why the author tells the story in this manner.

There was perhaps not a more wretched-hearted being in the whole
district, that morning, than he. For months the woman he so hopelessly
loved had been lost to his sight. But all the more she dwelt in his
thoughts, preying upon his mental and bodily forces until his unhappy
condition became apparent to all who knew him. Before leaving his
home for the winter fishing grounds he had opened his whole heart to
his mother, and told her of the trouble that was killing him. She hardly
expected that he would come back to her when he went away. She
feared that he would not, for he had spoken wildly of the rest and
peace that could only come to him with death. .
That morning when Tonie had crossed St. Philip street he found
himself accosted by Madame Lebrun and her mother. He had not
noticed them approaching, and, moreover, their figures in winter garb
appeared unfamiliar to him. He had never seen them elsewhere than at
Grand Isle and the Chéniére during the summer. They were glad to
meet him, and shook his hand cordially. He stood as usual a little
helplessly before them. A pulse in his throat was beating and almost
choking him, so poignant were the recollections which their presence
strirred up.

They were staying in the city this winter, they told him. They wanted to
hear the opera as often as possible, and the island was really too
dreary with everyone gone. Madame Lebrun had left her son there to
keep order and superintend repairs, and so on.

“You are both well?” stammered Tonie.

“In perfect health, my dear Tonie,” Madame Lebrun replied. She was
wondering at his haggard eyes and thin, gaunt cheeks; but possessed
too much tact to mention them.

“And—the young lady who used to go sailing—is she well?” he
acquired lamely. o

“You mean Mille. Favette? She was married just after leaving Grand
Isle.”

“No: | mean the one you called Claire—Mamzelle Duvigné—is she
well?”

Mother and daughter exclaimed together: “Impossible! You haven't
heard? Why, Tonie,” madame continued, “Mlle. Duvigné died three
weeks ago! But that was something sad, | tell you...

Kate Chopin (1898) “At Chéniére Caminada’
[100 marks]
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Analyze the thought presentation in the following text and describe
what kind of a person Mr Boldwood is.

Boldwood did eventually call upon her. She was not at home. ‘Of
course not,’” he murmured. In contemplating Bathsheba as a woman,
he had forgotten the incidents of her position as an agriculturist—that
being as much of a farmer, and as extensive a farmer, as himself, her
probable whereabouts was out-of-doors at this time of the year. This,
and the other oversights Boldwood was guilty of, were natural to the
mood, and still more natural to the circumstances. The great aids to
idealization in love were present here: occasional observation of her
from a distance, and the absence of social intercourse with her—visual
familiarity, oral strangeness. The smaller human elements were kept
out of sights; the pettiness that enter so largely into all earthly living
and doing were disguised by the accident of lover and loved-one not
being on visiting terms; and there was hardly awakened a thought in
Boldwood that sorry household realities appertained to her, or that she,
like all others, had moments of commonplace when to be least plainly
seen was to be most prettily remembered. Thus a mild sort of
apotheosis took place in his fancy whilst she still lived and breathed
within his own horizon, a troubled creature like himself.

Thomas Hardy (1874) Far From the Madding Crowd

[100 marks]
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