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EIGHT years ago the late Sir William Maxwell read at a meeting ofthe 
Royal Colonial Institute a paper on “The Malay Peninsula: its 
Resources and Prospects.”* Five years later another paper dealing 
with the same part o f  the world was read in this place by Sir Frank 
Swettenham, its subject being “British Rulein Malaya.”t These two 
lectures cover together a great deal of  ground, Sir William Maxwell 
having begun by tracing the history of British connection with the 
Malays from the days of the East India Company, and Sir Frank 
Swettenham having carried on the record up to the time of the 
Federation of  the Protected States of the Peninsula which was suc- 
cessfully effected, mainly by his influence, three years ago. The 
Council of the Institute has now done me the honour to ask me to 
read a paper to you to-night, the theme of which is once again the 
Peninsula and its peoples and the record of  the work which Great 
Britain has performed in that remote country since first interference 
with the old native rigime was thrust upon us. In complying with the 
request of the Council I have found myself in the position of the 
feeble gleaner, who, following in tb.e footsteps of the more sturdy 
reapers, gathers up such ears of grain as they have missed, or have 
passed over as of little worth. None the less, since it has been my lot 
during the past sixteen years to be brought into intimate contact with 
a Malayan State in all the stages of its evolution, from independence 
and misrule to protection, prosperity, and good government, and 
2 ~ ,  moreover, this is an experience which few have shared with me to 
quite the same extent, it has occurred to me that much of which I 
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have to tell may prove to be new to my hearers, and, further, nzay aid 
some to realise more fully the exact nature of the work which Great 
Britain is to-day carrying out in half-a-hundred obscure localities, 
with the aid of those who 

Wait in heavy liarness 
O n  fluttered folk and wild, 

Our new-caught, sullen peoplcs, 
Halfdevil and half child. 

In January 1887 I was sent by Sir Frederick Weld on a special 
mission to the Court of the Sultan bfPahang, who a t  that time was a 
native ruler absolutely independent of both Great Britain and of 
Siam. For some months I remained in Pahang carrying on the 
protracted negotiations which preceded the signing of  the first treaty 
whereby the British Government was empowered to appoint a 
political agent to the Sultan’s Court. After the treaty had been 
concluded my kind friend Sir Cecil Clementi Smith, who has done 
me the honour to take the chair to-night, retained me as his agent in 
Pahang until a Resident was appointed to aid the Sultan in the 
administration of his country during the last months of 1888. It was, 
therefore, my lot to live in a Malayan State under native rule for a 
period of nearly two years. 

It will perhaps be conceded that this was an experience which is 
somewhat unusual, and that the opportunities which were thus 
given to me to study and observe native life and society in its natural 
conditions were such as very few other white men have had present- 
ed to them. But the peculiarity ofrny position was even greater than 
a narration of the above circumstances would lead you to suppose, 
for I was, for a variety of reasons, permitted to see native life as it 
exists when no white men are at hand to watch and take note of its 
peculiarities-native life naked and unashamed. 

In all that follows I am speaking of things observed at  first hand; of 
a native system of administration-if anything so fortuitous may be 
termed a “system”-into the every-day working of which I have 
been permitted to pry; of native institutions which I have seen in 
actual operation for extended periods of time; and of some phases of 
Oriental life which went on undisturbed around me, while I myself 
played among them an insignificant and unconsidered part. 

The States, which I have known most intimately during the time 
of their independence are Pahang, which is now a portiorl of the 
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Federated Malay States, and Trengganu, and Kelantan, which are 
still independent. All these States are situated on the east coast ofthe 
Peninsula, and thus occupy one of the most sheltered and rarely- 
visited nooks still remaining in this age of restless exploration. Their 
geographical position accounts for their isolation, for not only do 
they lie in a locality far removed from any recognised trade route, 
but the north-east monsoon, which whips down the China Sea for 
four months in every year, is hedged in and straitened by the 
Philippines and Borneo on the one hand, and by the mainland of 
French Indo-China and Siam on the other, in such- fashion that it 
breaks with all its fury upon the shores of the Malay Peninsula. 
When I first went to reside in Pahang twelve years ago all com- 
munication with the outside world ceased abruptly in October and 
was not resumed until March had come again. During those months 
no fishing-boats put out t9 sea; no junks came in from Singapore, 
China, or Siam; to me, living alone among the people of an alien 
race, the world seemed of a sudden to have become narrowed down 
to some 15,OOQ square miles offorest country, through which certain 
mighty r ivers -wr  only highways-ran ceaselessly, monotonous- 
ly past the scattered villages in which dwelt the sparse population of 
the land. The only events which occupied our thoughts were the 
trivial, yet .to us vastly important, happenings which made up the 
politics of the remote and isolated kingdom in which we lived. The 
great world beyond our borders might in truth have been a portion 
of some other planet or a mere figment of my own imagination, as I 
was sometimes tempted to believe. An occasional whisper of un- 
reliable news was borne to us, having been brought across the 
mountains of the main range of the Peninsula by the sweating 
villagers, who trudged on foot up the difficult ascents which were at 
that time the only means by which the hills could be crossed. But 
even such rumours as these, scraps of imperfectly-understood gossip 
heard ,in the bazaars by folk whose ignorance of all things was 
phenomenal, had ro filter down stream to us at  the Sultan’s Court, a 
distance of more than 200 miles, being passed from man to man by 
’word of mouth, and, as was natural, becoming so much altered in 
the process that by the time they reached us they retained as little of 
their original aspect as does the habit ofa Cistersian monk after it has 
undergone the patching of more than half a century. All this isola- 
tion, this almost complete severance from the world without, had 
had its inevitable effects upon the rulers and the peoples of the 
Malayan States on the eastern seaboard of the Peninsula. The native 
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: kingdoms situated upon the Straits of Malacca had all been more or 

less subjected to foreign influences from very early times, and in 
spite of the robust conservatism of the people some changes have 
been affected thereby in their natural condition, But the Malays as a 
race detest change. “Let our children die rather than our customs” is 
a familiar proverbial saying, and it expresses the popular sentiment 
in regard to innovation in a form which has in it but little of 
exaggeration. Thus the ratives of the more remote States of the 
Peninsula adhered faithfully to their old manner of life with an 
extraordinary tenacity, and escaped even such measure of influence 
from without as had had its share in the forming of the peoples of the 
western seaboard. This is why a study of the organisation of a State 
on the east coast of the Peninsula reveals to us more completely the 
whole theory of Malayan government than any examination of the 
history of the States of PZrak and SZlingor can be supposed to do. 

Students of European history may note with interest the slow 
evolution of existing systems of government in our various coun- 
tries from beginnings which, speaking broadly, are singularly alike. 
Throughout the Europe of the Middle Ages the feudal system em- 
bodied the principal theory upon which all governments were based, 
and the history of the white nations is merely the record of the 
changes and developments effected in this system which, after ‘many 
centuries, have resulted in the various methods of government 
which we find extant in the European countries of to-day. The 
feudal system, in some form or another, would appear to be one of 
the inevitable phases through which the government of every civil- 
ised country must pass in the process of its evolution from more 
primitive beginnings to methods of administration based upon 
wider, nobler conceptions of the duty of the State to those whom it 
rules yet serves; and an examination of the modern history of the 
Malayan States ofwhich I am speaking, shows us with great distinct- 
ness that the Malays, in common with other more civilised folk, had 
worked out for themsehes unaided a theory of government on 
feudal lines which bears a startling resemblance to the European 
models of a long-passed epoch. But here they had halted. To live 
in independent Malaya is to live in the Europe of the thirteenth 
century . 

Thus in the Malayan States, as we found them when first .we 
began to set about the task of moulding their history for ourselves, 
the Sultan was theoretically the owner of the whole country and 
everything that it contained, all others holding their possessions in 
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fief from him, or from his vassals on his behalf. The country was 
divided up into a number of districts, each of which was held in fief 
from the Sultan by an Orang Btsar, or great Baron. The power 
which each of these men held in his own district was practically 
unlimited. Thus in Pahang a dozen years ago each of the great chiefs, 
ofwhom there were four, had the power oflife and death over all the 
people residing in his territories. But the unwritten law or custom 
went further than this, for it defined the exact manner in which each 
of these chiefs must carry out the executions which he might order. 
Thus the Dato' Bandar, who owned the coast district, was em- 
powered to inflict death by causing his victim to be stabbed with a 
kris, or dagger, through the hollow in the left shoulder above the 
collar-bone, and thence through the heart. The Orang Kfya Pah- 
IZwan ofchenor fastened his offenders to a tree, and caused spears to 
be thrown at them at short range until such time as death saw fit to 
end their sufferings. The Orang Kiya of Ttmtrloh lashed his 
criminals to a ducking stool, and drowned them slowly, but with 
elaborate care. The Mahar5ja Ptrba ofJelai, the great chieftain who 
ruled Over the interior of Pahang, executed his victims by cutting 
their heads from their shoulders with a sharp sword. The formalities 
which preceded this latter method of execution are of so curious a 
nature, and are withal so characteristic of the Malays, that I cannot 
refrain from sparing them a few words of description. The criminal 
was first approached by the executioner, who, taking his victim's 
hands between both of his and looking into his eyes, said simply 
Maaf!'s-"Pardon!"-an expression equivalent to our phrase 

"Excuse me." To this the man about to die replied invariably "Ta' 
Zpa!" which means "It does not signify!" He was then ordered to seat 
himself, and in some instances a bandage was bound over his eyes. 
The executioner then passed behind him and, after making obeisance 
to the presiding chief, began an elaborate sword-dance, every evol- 
ution in which was watched with the most critical interest by#all the 
spectators. To and fro he danced, posturing, turning and wheeling, 
now skipping ligjdy to within a few feet of his victim, his sword 
poised above his head performing passes innumerable, now leaping 
back again to the ther end of the open space allotted to him, to dance 

the death which s ill held its hand so cruelly. Ifonly one man was to 
be executed, the B risly dance would last for perhaps a quarter of an 
hour before the sword fell in one flashing swoop and sheared the 
head from the trunk. If there were many victims, more than an hour 
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UP once more to t i e miserable creature who sat so patiently awaiting 
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* might elapse between the time when the first and the last of the poor 
wretches yielded up the life that was in him, and in such cases the 
torture of uncertainty was horribly increased, for the executioner 
followed no order in the selection of his victims save that which his 
Gaprice dictated, and no man knew when his own turn would come, 
while his nerves were strained to a higher pitch of intense anguish by 
the sight and the sound of the still writhing bodies which floundered 
so aimlessly around him. 

But to return to my subject, frarn which I have been led into a 
digression because this account of a Malay execution presented me 
with an opportunity of showing to those of my hearers who are 
uriacquainted with the people something of the callousness to human 
suffering, and the inability to place oneself in others' shoes, which 
mark the methods of native administration, even when its officers 
are engaged in carrying out what they regard as an act ofjustice. 

Under the four great chiefs, or barons, there were the chiefs of the 
Council of Eight. These men were related to the greater barons in 
precisely the same manner as the larter were related to their Sultan- 
that is to say, that they owed them fealty, and were bound to follow 
them in time of war. 

Under the eight chiefs, each Qf whom had his sub-district, the 
boundaries of which were clearly defined by his letter of authokty, 
were the chiefs of the Council ofsixteen-squires who owned a few 
clusters of villages, holding them in fief from one or another of the 
Council of Eight. Under them again were the Thirty-Two and the 
Sixty-Four, who existed more in thewy than in reality, for no man 
in all the country knew its internal economy with sufficient intimacy 
to be able to name more than a few of them, and the little village 
headmen who claimed to belong to one Council or another were 
probably not sufficiently numerous to make up the required total of 
Ninet y-Six. 

Under the village headmen, the Ka-tda-an, or elders, as they were 
usually termed, were the free Raayat, or villagers. These men held 
land of their own, upon which their houses stood. They also had a 
traditional right to select such forest land from time to time as they 
might require for the planting of temporary crops, and most of them 
cherished some legendary claims to certain plots of uncultivated land 
which were supposed to have once been occupied by some of their 
ancestors, and were perennial sources of dispute and contetltion. All 
this land, however, was only in a sense the property ofits owner. NO 
man disputed the right of a villager to take up jungle and transform it 
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into arable ground; no man denied his right to sell it; no one qucs- 
tioned the right of his children to inherit it when his day was done; 
but the owner held no title for it, and if a stronger than he coveted it 
and elected to dispossess him he had no redress. Me paid no rent for 
his land; he was under no obligations as to its cultivation; but, by an 
unwritten law, he was bound to follow his headman or his chief to 
the seat of war in the event of his presence being required; he was 
forced to pay a number of taxcs. regular and irregular, such as we 
Europeans are wont to term “squeezes”; and he was further bound 
tQ give his labour to any of his superiors who inight need it  free of 
charge, and to follow his chief when he went to Court in order to 
swell the number o f  the mob ofadherents which the noble’s dignity 
found necessary for its support. 

Beneath the free muyut were the slave-debtors. concerning whom 
I shall have more to say hereafter, and below them again were the 
bought slaves and their descendants, who formed the lowest class of 
Malayan society. 

Having now given you a broad idea of the theory of the organis- 
ation of  a Malay State, I think that it may be both instructive and 
interesting to you to look behind the scenes and watch how matters 

THE RULERS AND THE RULED 
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worked out in actual practice. 
In the first place, it must be fully realised that the Sultan was the 

main pivot upon which all things in his country turned. He was the 
source from which all blessing flowed; he was the persan who held in 
his hand rewards and punishments; it was his whims-things often 
strange and unaccauntable-which could make or mar a man. His 
lightest word brought death, swift and inevitable, which most often 
was not preceded by any such tedious formalities as a trial or exam- 
ination of the accused. Me was the principal trader, the richest man, 
the banker and advancer ofcapital to his people, He was also a law to 
himself, and whatsoever he might elect to do, those about him 
would be certain to approve with loud-mouthed cordiality such as 
princes love. 
. The training through which he had passed before he attained to the 
throne was of a kind which would most certainly ruin the strongest 
European character of which I have any experience. From the time 
that he was first suffered to set foot upon Mother Earth with little 
shoes of beaten gold upon his tiny brown feet-the which event was 
marked by feastings and public rejoicings-the young rija found 
himself hedged about by sycophants and courtiers whose sole desire 
was to please him and to win his favour. Even in their daily speech 

Ib  Tarnil water-carriers 
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they did him homage. All who addressed him spoke of themselves 
humbly as his slaves; they termed him “Beneath the sandal’s sole.” 
to signify that that was the position which they and all the world 
occupied in relation to his tiny omnipotence; when they spoke ofhis 
sleep they used a special word, not to be applied to ordinary mortals, 
to denote the sublimenature ofhis baby slumbers; when they ate they 
told him that they “guzzled”; when he took his meals they spoke of 
them with reverence, saying that he made a refection. As he grew 
older the women who crammed the dirty little native Court vied 
with one another to lead the child astray; the youths flattered him, 
praising his poor skill in field sports. encouraging him in every act of 
brutality which he might be tempted to commit, and lauding him to 
the skies for his cruelty and injustice. Never in all his life did he see 
aught in the possession ofanother, were it inanimate object, beast of 
burden, or comely wife or daughter, but his followers urged him to 
seize it for his own. He was taught from his cradle that his whim, his 
lightest fancy, was more important than the whole life-happiness of 
any meaner soul; that his passions were one and all given to him to 
satisfy to the full, not to curb or restrain; that throughout he and no 
other person on all God’s earth was worthy of consideration. Can 
there be room for wonder that with such an up-bringing the young 
raja developed into something not unlike a Nero?-a Nero whose 
capacity for harm was fortunately much straitened and limited, but 
none the less a pitiful Nero, squalid and insignificant, lacking even 
importance in the world’s history to save him from oblivion, want- 
ing even a love of art to weave a certain halo of romance about his 
vices and his cruelty. 

The only check which was ever exercised upon a young rija 
during his early years was that applied by his father; but so long as 
the child did not come into direct opposition to his sire upon some 
matter connected with the latter’s intimate pleasures, the royal 
parent was usually content to let the boy go his own way, and even 
smiled with indulgent pride at his precocious villainies. Also a rija of 
the old school knew so thoroughly how much his son’s life and 
happiness might rest upon the fact that he was feared before he was 
loved, that in several instances which I might cite the youths of the 
royal stock were encouraged by their parents to take a life or two 
with their own hands, so that all men might go abroad in fear gf 
them. 

When a man, such as the system of education which I have 
described could not fail to produce, held the fate of a kingdom and of 
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a people in the hollow of his hand, it may readily be imagined that 
life assumed aspects more unlovely than is common even under the 
most oppressive governments. The Sultan's jealousy of the power of 
his great barons, who alone could attempt to offer him defiance, led 
him to constantly intrigue against them, to set one or another of 
them fighting against his fellows until such time as, all being weak- 
ened by the conflict, the Sultan might step in and make his own 
terms with them. Thus a number of little civil wars were constantly 
raging, and the unfortunate peasants bore the brunt of them as of all 
the other heavy burdens of the distractedland. 

Theoretically the Sultan was the supreme judge, and it was to his 
ba'lai, or reception-hall, that all complaints were made, and there that 
all disputes were heard, and all judgments given. Some of the more 
vigorous of the old Sultans actually performed this daty; but for the 
most part the Malayan rulers were too supine and too callous to 
bother themselves about such affairs. Therefore the right to judge 
was generally deputed to more or less incompetent persons, most 
often selected from among the number of the royal favourites, the 
upstarts of no family, hated by the hereditary chiefs, by whom the 
Sultan was always surrounded. These posts, naturally, were much 
sought after, for in the hands ofAsiatics the administration ofjustice, 
so called, is always made to be a fairly lucrative business. All who 
came to the judges brought gifts-which may be taken as being 
roughly equivalent to our fees ofcourt-but here the resemblance to 
all our methods of administration ceased, for the bringer of a hand- 
some present could usually obtain any judgment which he required 
without further question, his ex parte statement being accepted as 
sufficient grounds for immediate action, and the judgment, no mat- 
ter how unjust, being upheld to the last, unless the other party in the 
suit put in an appearance and made reconsideration worth thejudges' 
while for the sake of their well-loved money-bags. It would be easy 
for me to compile a long list of strange judgments which I have 
known given by native courts ofjustice, but a recital of such things 
would probably weary you, and I propose, therefore, to narrate only 
a few, which I would ask you to believe are taken at haphazard from 
my notes or my memory, and are by no means as awful or as 
ridiculous as others which I might cite. 

I remember one case in which two native children, little naked 
brown things, aged respectively six and seven years, had a squabble 
in the street of a native town within a couple of hundred yards of the 
Sultan's palace. The dispute, I believe, concerned the decision of a 
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complicated case which had arisen in a game of marbles. They used 
their little tongues lustily, got hotter with their words, and at length 
came to blows. Neither of them was strong enough to inflict so 
much as a black eye upon the other, and some of their relatives, who 
chanced to be at hand, separated them, and thought no more about 
the matter. The incident, however, chanced to come to the ears of 
one of the local judges, and this worthy, without calling any of the 
people concerned before him, or making any inquiry, straightway 
sentenced a distant cousin of the younger boy to pay a fine of 250 
dollars-a sum which at that time was equivalent to as many 
pounds, when the relative poverty of the natives was taken into 
consideration. I happened to be in the place at the time, though I was 
not officially connected with it, and I Qwn that I was astonished at 
what seemed to me to be as charming a piece of perverse incon- 
sequence as ever the fertile brain ofa Gilbert or a Lewis Carrol could 
devise. Had the child no parents or nearer relations? I asked. Yes, I 
was informed, he had many nearer relatives. Then why had this 
distant cousin been selected for punishment? Well, he had recently 
made a considerable sum of money, it was reported, in a lucky 
trading speculation. But was that a crime? No, my informants 
replied, not really a crime, but it had marked him out as a person 
worth punishing. The child was declared to have been guilty'of / b e  
majeste'inlhat he had fought within a measurable distance ofthe royal 
precincts, and the opportunity for inflicting a fine upon his unfor- 
tunate cousin had been too good to be missed. The other child, 
having friends at Court; and no rich relative inviting profitable 
plundering, had been suffered to escape all penalty. 

I remember another instance ofa far more serious nature, in which 
the son of a chief having brutally murdered a peasant in cold blood, 
was allowed to come and go at Court after the deed as though 
nothing of any moment had happened, simply because the Sultan 
did not wish to irritate his father. 
As late as last November, in an independent native State within 

twenty miles of our boundaries, a party of Borneo Dyaks brutally 
put a man to death in cold blood, after discussing his fate in their 
wretched victim's presence for more than an hour, because he had 
stolen some money from one of them, and though they took his head 
as a trophy, and bore it defiantly to the principal chief of the place, 
that worthy and excellent official did not consider the matter to be 
one of sufficient moment to warrant further inquiry. 

As I have already said, I might multiply such instances of the 
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strange blindness of vision that habitually obstructs the sight of the 
Malay goddess ofJustice, but sufficient has been said, I do not doubt, 
to show you that the misdeeds of the native magistrates are carried to 
lamentable lengths. In civil proceedings things are no better. One 
half of the debt sued for is claimed by most courts of requests, and 
that is the best that the suitor can hope for. If the man from whom he 
seeks to recover money be wealthy or powerful, far worse things 
than that are liable to befall the imprudent creditor; and cases are not 
few in which a man who was not content to submit to the loss ofhis 
property in peace and quietness has e n d d  by being robbed of his life 
into the bargain. 

The inefficiency and corruption which is noticeable among the 
magistrates of a Malayan State in those parts of the country which 
are not so remote as to be suffered by their rulers to jog on as best 
they may without even a semblance of administration, is found in 
every department of the Government, if anything so inchoate can be 
described as being divided into departments. The policing of the 
Sultan’s capital and of the more populous portions of the country is 
conducted by means of a body of men who bear the generic name s f  
the BGdak Rija, or “King’s Youths.” These men are in effect the 
Sultan’s bodyguard. They are drawn from the noble and well-to-do- 
classes, are sent to live at the Court while they are still very young, 
and are thus taught to inhale the poisonous atmosphere of the palace 
at a most impressionable age. They receive no regular pay, though 
the Sultan usually gives them a few dollars now and again when his 
caprice mavcs him to do so. They dress magnificently in brilliant 
coloured silks, with the delightful blendings of bright hues which 
the Malays love by instinct; they are armed with dagger, and sword, 
and spear, all beautifully kept and very handsome in appearance; and 
they pass most of their time in making love and in playing games of 
chance. Their duties are numerous, but by no means heavy. They 
follow at the heels of the Sultan when he takes his walks abroad to 
guard him from harm, and to give a finishing touch to his mag- 
nificence; they row his boat, hunt game, and snare turtledoves in his 
cmnpany; join with enthusiasm in any sport which for the time the 
Sultan is pleased to favour, such as kite-flying or peg-top; carry the 
Sultan’s messages, levy fines, murder those who have offended their 
master, seize property which he covets, abduct women, spy upon 
the chiefs; bring word to the Sultan of all that it behoves him to 
know, and never miss an opportunity of winning his favour by 
satisfying his desires. Men such as these, who from their youth are 
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taught to be .unscrupulous, and to live expensively upon no settled 
income, quickly discover means whereby money may be obtained. 
When duty sends them into the more remote portions ofthe country 
they plunder the unhappy villagers without mercy, When dealing 
with the more sophisticated folk of the capital greater caution is 
needed; but by threatening to inform against those who have com- 
mitted some crime, by declaring their intention of accusing wholly 
innocent people, and by other similar methods the King’s Youths 
manage to obtain enough money to enable them to live in the style 
which they consider necessary for their comfort. You must remem- 
ber that this rabble is the only force by which the country is policed; 
that its members are the only executive officers which the native 
administrations boast; that no man in authority desires to check their 
excesses SO long as they do not injure him or his relatives; and that 
there is accordingly no redress for those whom they oppress. When 
anyone has committed an act which has aroused the anger of the 
Sultan, the word is passed to the Chief of the Budak Raja. The 
offender is sought out and stabbed to death, often in the public street, 
and no Malayan ruju has to ask twice, “Will nobody rid me of this 
turbulent priest?” A few formal executions. have been carried out 
within my experience in independent States, and have usually been 
accompanied by the most atrocious tortures; but far the greater 
number of lives are taken by the rulers of the land in the rough and 
ready manner which I have described above. 

For the performance of executions and other acts of corporal 
punishment, one or more of the King’s Youths are specially set apart. 
These men are called the Per-tanda, or executioners, and they are 
generally chosen for their great physical strength and for a callous- 
ness to human suffering which is unusual in so complete a degree 
even among the unimaginative Malays. The laws which are ad- 
ministered by the native courts, and are carried out by these men, are 
a strange medley of the legislation of Muhammad and of the Law of 
Custom, the traditional code of the Malays. By the Law ofMuham- 
mad many barbarities are permitted such as no European Govern- 
ment could countenance, but these are by no means repugnant to the 
Malays. Thus, for theft the prescribed punishment is the lopping off 
of a hand, and in Kilantan to-day the execution of this sentence is a 
very frequent occurrence. A tale is told, I know not with how much 
truth, of a man of this State who lost first his left and next his right 
hand on account of his thievish propensities, and who yet made shift 
to steal with his prehensile toes, after which it was decided to put an 
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abrupt, end to his career of crime by cutting off his head. In other 
parts of the Peninsula mutilation as a punishment for theft was less 
common, a fine being more often inflicted upon the relatives of the 
criminal, but in some instances the old customary penalty for theft 
was resorted to. The thiefhaving been caught, and the stolen proper- 
ty having been recovered, the latter was bound about his neck. The 
criminal was next smeared with wot and turmeric, was placed 
astride upon a buffalo with his face to the beast’s tail, and, with a 
dish-cover for a sun-shade, was paraded in derision through the 
streets a f  the native town by a crowd of the King‘s Youths, to the 
beating of gongs, his crime being publicly proclaimed a t  all the 
cross-roads. I have heard old men say that this punishment was far 
more dreaded by Malay thieves than fine or mutilation, and I can 
well believe that this was the case, for a fear of open shame and a 
fierce self-respect are two of the strongest feelings in the breast of the 
average Malay in his natural condition. 

Murder was supposed to be punished either with death, or with 
the payment of dial or blood-money. But, as 1 have already said, 
circumstances altered everything, and in many cases murder might 
be done with complete impunity. 

For the rest, the most usual crimes were those connected with 
women. The Sultan’s palace held hundreds of girls, who were 
mostly mere menials, hewers of wood and drawers of water, but all 
of whom, as members of the Sultan’s household, were not suffered 
to marry a t  will, and were jealously guarded. The Malay proverb 
says that “the cat and the roast, the tinder and the spark, and a man 
and a maid are ill to keep asunder,” and since the King’s Youths were 
mostly bachelors, and the young men ofthe whole State were drawn 
irresistibly to the capital, there was always trouble afoot by reason of 
the indiscretions of the palace women. Hundreds of lives must have 
been lost in the space of a few years on this account, and within my 
own knowledge the most blood-curdling and indescribable tortures 
have been meted out to those who sinned against the Sultan in this 
manner. The subject is not a savoury one, and I would wish to pass 
Qver it as lightly as possible; but no one can understand the atmos- 
phere of a Malayan Court unless he realises the net-work of love 
intrigues in which great, and small were eternally enmeshed. The 
wooing of the palace maidens was the most perilous ofundertakings: 
a inan who engaged in it carried his life in his hand; but this fact, 
strangely enough, far from deterring men and women from vice, 
appeared to give a double zest to their intrigues, and the more 
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punishment was inflicted, the more the evil seemed to flourish and 
increase. 

Throughout the State in matters connected with betrothal, mar- 
riage, and divorce, the which touch all Muhammadans very closely, 
the Law of the Prophet was administered by the Kathis and priests; 
and on the whole these men did their work well, for many of them 
had the fear of God before their eyes, and they hesitated to tamper 
with His law even for the sake of worldly profit. They often meted 
out punishments with brutality; they often applied the law with a too 
narrow regard for its letter rather than for its spirit; but they acted for 
the most part, I am inclined to think, honestly, though they stood in 
far too great awe of the Sultan to dare to admonish him or even to 
preach against the most unholy of his practices. 

I have referred on several occasions in this paper to the custom of 
fining people for offences real or imaginary, and I have also men- 
timed that the cross-eyed vision of Malayan justice sees nothing 
inconsequent in inflicting a money penalty upon wholly innocent 
persons for the crimes committed by their relations. In some cases, 
however, it occurred that a man was fined who had not the where- 
withal to pay, and he then attempted to raise the required sum from 
some more wealthy person, selling himself into slavery in exchange 
for the ready money. Occasionally it occurred that no one’ was 
prepared to advance money upQn such terms, and then the wretched 
man was usually condemned to confinement in the gaol-cages. 
Sometimes such condemnation was passed without the victim being 
given the option ofa fine, and now and again a chiefor noble would 
issue an order-a sort of letrre de cachet-for the incarceration of 
someone who had chanced to offend him. 

In another place I have described with sufficient detail the horrors 
inseparable from these gaol-cages, and I will not enter into unneces- 
sary particulars here.’ I must, however, enable you to realise what 
such imprisonment entails in misery and suffering upon those who 
endure it, by telling you that the prisoners are thrust into cages 
which are just large enough to hold them, but not high enough for 
them to stand erect, nor long enough for them to fully extend their 
limbs; that there are no sanitary appliances of any kind whatsoever; 
that no one ever cleans out the cages, and this in the fierce heat of the 
tropics; and that often sufficient food to sustain life is not provided. 
Also, the men and women who are thus imprisoned have not even 
the comfort of looking forward to some certain date of release. 
When they are imprisoned no period. during which their sufferings 
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are to endure is stated by theirjudges. No record of the fact that they 
have been imprisoned is kept. It is only too likely and too frequent 
that their very existence is forgotten. Many have rotted in prison for 
years; many have died of actual starvation; many more have hope- 
lessly lost their reason; others have passed into a condition of stolid, 
stupid indifference which reduces them to the level of brute beasts- 
a condition which, in these festering torture-chambers, passes 
among their fellows for happiness! 

Passing from a short review ofMalay methods ofcriminal admin- 
istration, I now propose to show you roughly how the revenue of 
the State was raised by native rulers. The taxation to which the 
’present population of the country was subjected was of two kinds: 
the dues which were collected on behalf of the Sultan, and the taxes 
levied by the chiefs for their own use. In the first place there was the 
ban&, or poll-tax, which every aduit male in the land was required 
tQ pay for the swelling of the royal coffers when called upon to do so. 
The sum demanded on the East Coast was usually one h a s ,  worth 
two Mexican dollars, but the executive Government was so slip- 
shod, and in. a land where the seasons melt into one another SO 

imperceptibly the passage of time is so little marked, that often two 
years or more would elapse before the King’s councillors bethought 
them that it was time tg again inflict a tax which theoretically was 
supposed to be payable annually. The chiefs, who had more 
urgent need of ready money, since they had less direct means of 
obtaining a supply of it, were more careful to impose their own 
private poll-taxes with regularity upon their people, and they usual- 
ly made every adult male in their district contribute one dollar each 
towards their support at least once in every period oftwelve months. 

The second well-recognised tax was the sCrah, which was a truly 
Oriental invention, for under the specious guise of a gift from a 
superior to an inferior it brought much money alike to the Sultan and 
to his nobles. Periodically the Sultan would send some of his youths 
up-river to one of the great districts with a gift of silk cloths and 
other articles of value to the baron who ruled there. The messengers 
bore word to the chief that the Sultan placed such and such a value 
upon the goods in question, naming a figure which was something 
more than double their proper price. The chief at once summoned 
the headmen of the villages ofhis district, divided the articles sent to 
him by the Sultan up among them, told each of them the amount of 
cash which his villagc was to supply, and sent them away to collect 
it. Me was usually suficiently wise in his own generation not only to 
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avoid contributing at all himself, but also to raise the price of the 
goods in such a manner as to leave a fair margin ofprofit for himself 
when the Sultan’s demands had been complied with. The headmen 
generally followed an example so excellent; and in the end the whole 
burden of the imposition, as was the way in all things in a Malayan 
State, was borne by the bowed backs of the peasants and villagers. 
But the Sultan’s szrah was not the only tax of the kind which the 
peasants were called upon to pay. Each of the great barons, and every 
.one of the minor chiefs, provided that his power was sufficient to 
ensure compliance with his demands, frequently sent some small 
gift, such as a handful of tobacco or a palm-leaf sack of salt, to some 
individual in his territory, and asked for ten, twenty, thirty, or forty 
dollars in exchange. The person to whom this expensive and embar- 
rassing present was sent had no alternative but to accept it with 
effusion and alacrity lest some worse thing should befall him, and it 
is therefore easy to comprehend why, under native rule, a reputation 
for wealth was a thing which no man would willingly possess. 

In addition to the taxes which I have named, there were the import 
and export duties. The Sultan levied a tax of 10 per cent., in money 
or in kind, upon all the things which entered his State. Even a packet 
ofneedles could not come into the country without one in every ten 
being abstracted in the Sultan’s name. A similar tax was imposed 
upon all produce taken out of the country, and by this means the 
profits of the workers of rattans, thatch, and the like were whittled 
down to the slenderest point. Certain articles were royal mono- 
polies. No gum, agila wood, incense, and the like might be exported 
except through the Sultan. All these, and many other of the more 
precious articles which the jungles of the Peninsula produce, had to 
be sold by the winner to the Sultan, who paid about 35 per cent. of 
the Singapore market price for them, and thereby entirely discour- 
aged these forms of trade. Many articles necessary to the natives 
were royal monopolies, and were sold to the people at  fancy prices. 
O f  these, salt, tobacco, and kerosene oil were those which most irked 
the Sultan’s subjects. The whole question of taxation, indeed, was 
regarded in an Independent Malay Siate from the sole point Qf view 
of the convenience and the welfare of the Sultan and his chiefs, for 
each little chief sported his own wayside custom-house. Of the 
peasantry, upon whom the whole burden fell sooner or later, no one 
considered it necessary to think; and the moneys which were obtain- 
ed, by fair means and by foul, by the ruling classes were used by 
them for their own ends, for the defrayal of their personal expenses 
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and extravagances, and not in any sense for the benefit of the taxed. 
Thus, just as some years ago certain worthy persons in this city of 
London were wont to strangle the casual passer-by in order to rob 
him of the cash of which he stood possessed-a practice which to us 
is familiar only through the lessons in manners and customs taught 
by John Leech’s drawings in the pages’of Punch-so did the rulers of 
Independent Malaya, during succeeding centuries, garrote the 
industry, the enterprise, and the trade of their people so that the 
dominant classes might go abroad dressed gaily in bright silks, 
might fare sumptuously, might have a canstant supply of money to 
waste upon the gaming tables and upon their other pleasures, and 
might fool away their days in ease and luxury. 

I have said enough, I think-sketchily and roughly, it is true, for 
the space at my disposal is limited-to show you what was the 
measure of misery and misrule under which the average Malayan 
State laboured before the cross of St. George was brought to this 
remote part of the world to be a sign of yet another battle with thc 
great dragon-the four-headed dragon of Cruelty, Ignorance, Sel- 
fishness, and Stupidity. Before concluding this part of my picture, 
however, I must add a few words to help you to realise the condition 
ofithe lower classes of the population under the old rigime. since it 
was upon them, as we have seen, that the heavy hand of misrule fell 
most crushingly. 

The average peasant, .going stolioly about his daily task un- 
stimulated by any ambition save a desire to procure food and raiment 
for himself and his family, possessed no rights either of person or of 
property. He and his were always and completely at the mercy of 
those Qf their neighbours who were more powerful than themselves. 
A pretty wife, a comely daughter, a nugget won from the river bed 
among little dues of  hard-earned gold-dust. a stroke of luck, such as 
a good harvest or a plentiful fruit season, might any one of them 
bring him into the notice ofhis superiors, and, marking him out as a 
man upon whom prosperity had smiled, let loose upon him a‘flood 
o f  unmerited suffering, and even cause, if he proved obstinate, the 
loss of all that was dear to him. With such a prospect for ever before 
his eyes the Malay peasant had no inducement offered to him to 
struggle with the natural indolence of character which the soft, 
enervating, tropical land in which he lived could not fail to produce. 
His only desire grew tQ be peace and obscurity such as might enable 
him to escape remark, and since the machinery of misrule was 
exceedingly cbrnsy and inefficient, since the rulers of the land were 
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: - themselves too indolent to even oppress their subjects with system 

and thoroughness, it came to pass that, unlikely as it may appear, a 
very large proportion of the population managed to live their lives 
almost happily. Those who were unfortunate suffered many and 
heavy things, but the unfortunate could never be in the majority; and 
as native administrations with all their eccentricities were the only 
form of government ofwhich the people as a whole had any personal 
knowledge, the natives did not even realise the gravity of the ills 
which they were called upon to suffer. If they were oppressed and 
ground down, their forebears had been in a like condition for 
countless generations, and unless a people is possessed of consider- 
able intellectual energy, such as the Malays can lay no claim to, the 
conclusion that the existing state of things is impossible of longer 
endurance is not easily arrived at. Therefore, these poor folk bore 
their evil lot stolidly, patiently, almost uncomplainingly, and when 
something more than usually inhuman was done to them or to their 
fellows they said resignedly that it was Fate, and that Fate was ever a 
thing accursed. They had never made the acquaintance of real 
happiness, and not knowing her, they barely missed her from 
among them. It is necessary that you should realise this in order that 
you may understand how the Malays came to endure the misery of 
their lot with SQ faint-hearted a resignation. 

And to one another the lower classes of the people showed a great 
and large-hearted kindness. No man ever went empty so long as his 
fellows had a handful ofdry rice to share with him; real poverty and 
indigence, such as we see about us here in London, were things 
unknown; the villagers rallied round one another to sympathise and 
befriend on every occasion of sorrow or rejoicing; they lent each 
other their poor gold ornaments that every little maiden of the 
village might make a brave show upon her wedding-day; they stood 
by one another, according to the measures of their feeble ability, 
when trouble came, often braving the anger of their chiefs in such a 
cause; and, indeed, the people as a whole were so generous and so 
charitable to their neighbours that there seemed to be the makings ofa 
very Garden ofEden in these Malayan lands, had only the serpent, in 
the form of the dominant classes, been excluded from the demesne. 
Moreover, these poor villagers, Muhammadans though they were, 
lived for the most part lives chaste and honourable. Their religiqn 
permitted them to possess four wives at one and the same time, but 
their poverty usually made monogamy a necessity; and though for 
them divorce was the simplest of arrangements, they rarely availed 
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themselves of  the privilege, since it entailed a certain separation 
between them and their little ones, whom, t9 their credit be it said, 
they generally regarded with a tender love. 

Below the free villagers were the slave-debtors, to whom refer- 
ence has already been made. In this connection the term slave is 
unavoidably misleading. These people were free villagers, or the 
descendants of  free villagers, who had borrowed a little ready money 
from some wealthier neighbour, and had pledged themselves, their 
children, and all who might come afterthem as security for the loan. 
They usually owned land and other property. and were treated by 
their fellows as though they were still free. But they were bound to 
render gratuitous service to their creditor whenever they were called 
upon to do  SO. and until the amount of the original debt was 
discharged in full they continued to incur this liability, years of 
patient labour having no power to reduce the sum of their indebted- 
ness. If m e  creditor proved a :OQ hard taskmaster, the slave-debtor 
was at liberty to persuade some other neighbour to repay the money 
due, and could thus obtain a change of ownership; but freedom he 
could nevet hope to win, for he could barely support himself and his 
family, far less find the wherewithal to purchase his liberty. Nor, be 
it said, had he any great wish to do so. The creditors were generally 
kind and considerate to their slave-debtors, and all the abominations 
of the slave-trade, as it is understood by Europeans, were absent 
from this Malayan form of servitude. 

Real slavery, however, did exist in the Malay Peninsula, the 
practice'of making slaves of foreigners who had been purchased, or 
captured in war, having been introduced by the Arabs. These un- 
h?ppy people who usually occupied the position of slaves to the 
Malays were generally either negroes, who had been purchased in 
Arabia by thwe who had made the pilgrimage to the Holy City, or 
else were members of  the aborigiwl tribes of the Peninsula, the 
Sikai, or the SEmang, who had been captured in some raid. These 
wretched people, savages whose knowledge of arithmetic does not 
carry them beyond the numeral three. live in squalor and nakedness 
in the deepest recesses of the forests which were once, long ago, their 
undisputed possession; and from time immemorial they have been 
plmdered, outraged, and oppressed to an incqnceivable degree by 
the Malays, who are totally without sympathy for the sufferings ofa 
non-Muhammadan people. In 1865, when Che' Wan Aman, a pre- 
tender to the throne of  Pahang, was raising funds to make an attempt 
to wrest the country from the grip of its present ruler, his people 
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hunted the aboriginal tribes for many months, and obtained con- 
siderable sums of money for the captives whom they sold into 
servitude. 

Slaves thus won by war or purchase were regarded by the Malays 
as the merest chattels. A man who slew one of them was only liable 
to pay the value of the murdered man to the aggrieved owner. A 
slave who was impertinent might have his tongue pulled out by the 
roots, and his owner was within his rights when he exacted this 
penalty. I myself remember a case, which occurred during my 
absence from a country which I knew intimately, in which a slave, 
who was accused ofa theft that he had not, as it  chanced, committed, 
was deliberately tortured to death by cruel floggings and repeated 
ducking in the river, Yet even when the mistake was discovered, no 
protest was raised by the authorities. In fact, these slaves were 
regarded as animals, and as animals they were treated, Muhammad- 
an law and Malay custom both conspiring to deprive them of the 
meanest rights ofa  human being. 

I have now concluded my account of life in a Malayan State as it 
was wont to be prior to the interference ofthe British Government in 
the affairs of the Peninsula-as it still is, I grieve to say, in some 
places which lie beyond the reach of our influence. It has,been 
impossible for me in the time allowed me to attempt to do more than 
to merely sketch in the outlines of the picture. Those who know will 
note many omissions, much that I have had to slur over, much that 
might have been insisted upon with greater force; but I trust that I 
have said enough to enable even those who are blissfully ignorant of 
all that Malay misrule means to those who suffer under it, to ap- 
preciate the full measure of the evils against which the influence of 
British officers had to contend. 

In the papers read before this Institute by Sir William Maxwell and 
Sir Frank Swettenham, the history of British interference in the 
internal affairs ofthe Malay States has been admirably described, and 
the system ofadministration has been thoroughly explained. I do not 
propose to traverse this same ground to-night, except in so far as it 
may be necessary to do so in order to enable you to understand what 
still remains to be said. 

PPrak came under our control to some extent in 1874. She is the 
oldest State of the present Federation. Pahang, the largest of all, but 
the latest corner, was administered with the assistance of European 
officers for the first time is not quite ten years ago. Johor. which is an 
independent State, owes to its proximity to Singapore and to its 
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enlightened rulers, the fact that the conspicuous abuses of which I 
have made mention do not, and have not for many years, disfigured 
its administration. In Johor this has been accomplished by intelligent 
following of good example, and not by any direct interference with 
the native government. With the remaining Malay States of the 
Peninsula we have a t  present no concern, and in my concluding 
remarks I refer only to the existing Federated Malay States ofPtrak, 
Stlangor, Pahang, and the Nigri Simbilan. 

These States are not, and have never been, an integral portion of 
the British Empire. They are in no sEnse British possessions; but 
they are under British protection, and with the consent oftheir rulers 
they are administered by the help ofBritish officers. To each State a 
Resident is appointed, whose duty it is to advise the Sultan and his 
chiefs in the government of the country. Over the four Residents is 
the Resident-General, who is responsible to the High Commis- 
sioner, who is also Governor of the Colony of the Straits Settle- 
ments. The only legislative body is the State council, which is 
composed of the Sultan and his chiefs, the Resident, and in some 
cases m e  qther European officer, and one or more Chinese repre- 
sentatives appointed by the Sultan with the advice of the Resident. 
The executive duties are performed by the European heads of 
departments, the European district officers, and their subordinates. 
The country is policed by Sikhs, and Malay police, under European 
command. Each State is divided up into districts, and the European 
who is placed in charge of each of these divisions is himself a 
Resident in a smaller way, for the district chiefs and headmen take an 
active part in the administration, and look to him for aid, advice, and 
guidance. Each district again is subdivided into mukims, or parishes, 
over which the Ping-hclus, or village headmen, preside; and i t  is the 
duty of the district officer and his assistants to see that each of these 
little chieftains takes his share in the work of administration, and 
refrains from acting in the proverbial manner of the Malay headmen 
who, so the people say, is like the &nun fish which preys upon his 
own young. All this means an immense amount of dogged hard 
wwk-obscure, insignificant, unnoticed by the gentlemen of Eng- 
land who live a t  home in ease, but, like so much of the good which 
passes unrecorded in this work-a-day world, productive of the most 
excellent results. A good Resident must travel about his State, must 
keep himself thoroughly abreast of all that is going on in every 
department of his administration, must have his finger on the pulse 
of every section of the communi'ty, and must be thoroughly 

I 
\ 245 2 

0 

LIFE IN THE MALAY PENINSULA 

acquainted with the strong and the weak points of the chiefs and the 
European officers by whose aid he carries on his work. The district 
officer must have similar relations with all the inhabitants of his 
district; but they must be ofa more intimate nature than those of the 
Resident, so that he may be able to give an authoritative opinion 
upon any point upon which he may be asked to report. Me should 
know almost every soul in his district personally; should be so 
patient that he can listen unmoved to an hour's unadulterated twad- 
dle in order that he may not miss the facts which will be contained in 
the three minutes' conversation which will terminate the inter- 
view-for the speech of the Oriental, like the scorpion, carries its 
sting in its tail. It is commonly said that a district officer should have 
no office hours, by which it is meant that he should be accessible to 
every native who may wish to see him at  any hour of the day or 
night. He must, above all, be so thoroughly in touch with his people 
and his chiefs that it is impossible for any act of oppression to be 
perpetrated, any grievance, real or fancied, to be cherished, or any 
trouble to be brewing without the facts coming speedily to his ears. 
To do this he must rival the restlessness of the Wandering Jew, and 
must thereby so impress his people with a sense of his ubiquity that 
all learn to turn to him instinctively for assistance, sympathy, or 
advice. And this, be it understood, is no fancy picture; for theie are 
scores of officers in the Malay States to-day who run this ideal so 
close that any difference is imperceptible. But the most difficult task 
of all for the European administrator is that of inducing the native 
chiefs to take an intelligent interest in the affairs of the country. In the 
States of Ptrak and StlSngor this difficulty has been largely over- 
come. Five-and-twenty years have been long enough for a gener- 
ation to grow up under British protection, subjected to constant 
British influence, and these younger men are learning to take hold of 
their lives in a manner to which their fathers were utter strangers. In 
Pahang and Nigri Simbilan, though to a less extent in the latter 
State, the difficulty is still great; and it is to be feared that those whose 
youth was passed under the full influence of the old rigime will never 
learn to take that exalted view of their responsibilities which i t  is our 
endeavour to foster in the younger generation. 

This, then, is the system which under British auspices has replaced 
the old happy-go-lucky Malay administration. The chiefs receive 
liberal allowances, and help their district officers fitfully. The minor 
headmen work for their pay, because they are obliged to, do so. The 
younger chieftains perform the duties which fall to their lot, because 
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they have been brought up to them, and take an interest in their 
work, their people, and in the prosperity ofthe State. 

The old oppressive judicial system has been replaced by one 
modelled on European lines. The district oficers and their assist- 
ant perform heavy magisterial duties. Cases of a nature too serious 
for their final disposal are referred to the senior magistrate of the 
State. Capital crimes, and other matters involving very large issues, 
are tried by the Judicial Commissioner, who is appointed by the 
Colonial Office, and is the Chief Ju2tice for the Federation. Sub- 
stantial justice is done to great and small, and the Malays who, from 
its very novelty, find a bench which is absolutely incorruptible a 
most fascinating thing, appreciate this fact, and submit quite cheer- 
fully to decisions based upon grounds which they often enough are 
entirely unable to understand. 

Our police, I fear, are no more immaculate than other Asiatic 
constables, but they are very closely supervised, and the Malays of 
the States have so great a confidence in their European oficers, that 
they have no hesitation in laying complaints against any member of 
the force who has chanced to do them wrong. A knowledge of this 
fact is, perhaps, our best security against the misdeeds which from 
time to time are done in our name. 

The villainous cage-gaols have long ago been swept away, and 
have been replaced by model prisons, places of such comfort, as the 
natives understand comfort, I regret to say, that it is sometimes 
difficult to get the Malays to take them sufficiently seriously. From 
the paint of view of the Malay a man “gets” gaol just  as he catches 
fever, and no more discredit attaches to him for the one than for the 
other. But, taking it all together, very few Malays find their way to 
prison, far the larger number of our convicts being supplied by the 
Chinese portion of  the population. 

The old taxes and “squeezes” have followed other old abuses, and 
have disappeared for ever. In their place a sound system of taxation 
has been established which presses evenly on every man, according 
to the measure of  his wealth and prosperity. The tax which chiefly 
affects the Malay portion of the population is the landtax, which 
averages about Qne shilling ofour money per acre. The remainder of 
the revenue of  the States is derived from export duties on tin and 
gold, on jungle produce, such as gum, rubber, and rattans, and 
import duties on opium and spirits. 

The most important of our exports is tin, the Malay Peninsula 
having during the last decade produced about three-fourths of the 
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: world’s supply of that metal. The deposits which have at present 
been worked are almost entirely alluvial, but a few lode mines are 
now being exploited with success. The Malays do  not like work of 
the kind required in a mine,.and most of the labour employed is 
Chinese. The Chinese have toiled in the Peninsula for many cen- 
turies, but under Malay rule their number was never very great. 
These people, who surely are the most thrifty and industrious of 
mankind, love money for money‘s sake, love a gamble, such as 
mining affords, and, above all, love complete security for life and 
property, probably because the latter is a thing which they so rarely 
find in their own distracted country. Accordingly, since first the 
British Government interfered in Malaya, a constant stream of 
immigration has set towards these States from the over-crowded 
districts of Southern China. and the yellow portion of the inhabit- 
ants of Malaya threatens shortly to outnumber the brown. 

As figures sometimes express ideas more clearly and forcibly than 
words, I may tell you that in 1875 the revenue of Perak was only 
$226,233; that in 1889 it was $2,776.582; that the revenue of all the 
Federated Malay States was only $881,910 in 1880; while last year it 
was about $7,000,000. Comment, I think, is unnecessary, in the face 
ofsuch statistics; but the point to which I would call your attention is 
that all this revenue, raised in the Federated Malay States, is devoted 
solely to the development of Malaya. Not a cent of it finds its way 
into the Colonial or Imperial Treasury. It is paid in legitimate and 
light taxation by the inhabitants of the States, and for their benefit it 
is expended. Formerly the taxes imposed by prince and noble fell far 
more heavily than they do at present upon individuals, but they were 
used, as I have said, for the support af the dominant classes, and the 
taxpayers derived no benefit of any kind from the money which they 
were forced to surrender. Now hundreds of miles of road have been 
built, enabling the people to cheaply transport their produce to 
markets which, before we came to Malaya, were closed to them. 
Railways have been constructed in three out of the four States, and a 
trunk line from Province Wellesley to Malacca is now being rapidly 
built through the tireless efforts of Sir Frank Swettenham, the 
Resident-General, who never rested until this great scheme had been 
approved and undertaken. Life and property have been rendered 
secure; peace has replaced anarchy and rapine; wealth has become 
widely distributed; trade has been enormously stimulated. 

And now, having broadly viewed the system upon which we 
work, let us take another glance’at the people of Malaya and see in 
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W what manner they have been affected. The peasants, who form the 

immense majority of the native population, live the placid lives of 
which I have already spoken, but with this difference: they havenow 
Something to live for. No longer is a comely wife or daughter a 
source of ceaseless gnawing anxiety, one whom a man fears to love 
in that he fears to lose; no longer do men grow rich in terror and 
trembling; no longer do men dread the gifts ofhappy chance because 
they must surely bring sorrow in their train; no longer do men fear 
oppression for which there is no redress; no longer does life hold no 
ambition, because a man has nothing to gain by winning the smiles 
of fortune. And while giving even the meanest peasant and the 
former slave freedom, a new life, and an object for living it, we have 
placed within his reach healthy ambitions which we have 
put him in the way to gratify. Property, owing to improved 
means of communication, to good markets for produce which we 
have opened at the people’s very doors, and owing, above all, to the 
peace and security which we have brought into these once wild 
lands, has enormously increased in value, and the peasantry is 
quickly growing rich under our administration. Looking into the 
future I see many dangers threatening the Malays, and many others 
which menace our continued complete success in the administration 
Qf the Federated States, but I have no time to touch upon these 
matters now. 

What I would ask you to recognise is that Great Britain, by means 
ofher officers, of  whom Sir Andrew Clarke, Sir Frederick Weld, Sir 
Cecil Clementi Smith, Sir Hugh Low and Sir Frank Swettenham 
have been the chief-the two last named, more than any other living 
men, having had the greatest share in the executive government of 
the Malayan States-has relieved from a crushing tyranny many 
thousands of human beings; has brought peace, happiness, and 
prosperity to those to whom these things were formerly strangers; 
and has given to the Malays a new life-a life which for the first time 
in their history is a thing worth the living. Then as Britons-for each 
gne of us is in measure responsible for the deeds which are done in 
our country’s name-are we not justified, in spite of the protests of 
the fast dwindling band of Little Englanders, in exclaiming with 
Vo1taire:- 
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Nous avons fait un peu de bien- 
C’est rrotre meilleur ouvrage! 

( T h e  Paper was illustrate-i by a number oflime-light views.) 

DISCUSSION 

Sir HUGH LOW, G.C.M.G.: Mr. Clifford has, in a condensed 
form, given us such a variety of information concerning life in the 
Malay Peninsula, that I, who may be supposed to know something 
about that part of the world, have really very little to add. He has 
touched upon the success that has attended British administration in 
those countries, and, indeed, the fact is generally admitted that they 
have been governed in the most efficient manner ofalmost any ofthe 
Colonies under the British Crown. This result is due principaily to 
the great liberty which Governors have been allowed by the 
Colonial Office, and to the discretion that has been left to its officers 
in these States. It is certainly very fortunate that these States have had 
such able officers. This was not the case in the beginning, but there 
has grown up in these federated Malay States a class of officers of 
whom Mr. Clifford is a bright example, and I do not think that any 
Colony could produce, in proportion to their extent, so many 
capable men as you find there. If it were necessary for us to take in 
hand any great undertaking of a similar character out in the East-as, 
for instance, in the Yangtse valley-those States would furnish you, 
not perhaps with all you require, but with men from whom the 
chiefs might with advantage be selected. The Malays themselves, 
notwithstanding the dreadful accounts we hear of them, confirmed 
to some extent by Mr. Clifford in his Paper, are not such an unami- 
able set ofpeople as you might suppose. In the latter part ofhis Paper 
Mr. Clifford allows that. I, who know them pretty intimately, 
consider them an amiable people, and I had many friends among 
them. They are exceedingly grateful for kindness and instruction, 
and the schools established under British advice are producing men 
of really serviceable character as officers of the Government. Some 
of the younger men, who have not the prejudices of their fathers, are 
becoming really good administrators, and two or three might be 
mentioned-as the Sultans of PZrak and Selingor, who are specially 
distinguished in their high positions. Then to the schools, establish- 
ed principally, I think, by Sir Frank Swettenham and Sir Cecil 
Clementi Smith. I am afraid I did not go in much for schools, 
because I did not think that at that time they would be much 
appreciated; but various Governors and Residents, one after. the 
other, have been very anxious to promote education, with, I learn, 
very good results. The administration ofjustice, which has been so 
very greatly improved, was in the early days very much as described 
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by Mr. Clifford. I remember once sitting at a trial for murder with 
four native chiefs. The evidence was of the clearest character. I had to 
take the votes of the chiefs, but when I came to the last of them-the 
others had given their votes for the conviction of the prisoners-he 
said, “Not guilty.” I said, “Have you not heard the evidence?” He 
replied, “What do I care for evidence? They are my people.’’ It was 
of no consequence, for we had already four votes for the conviction. 
These are Mohammedan States, but happily their Mohammedanism 
is not of a very exclusive or intolerant character, as an illustration 
will show. O n  one Qccasion I was requested by a deputation to get 
authority to built two churches-a Roman Catholic and a Protestant 
church. My instructions, as I told the deputation, were to do nothing 
that would appear to interfere with the religion of the country; but I 
thought the matter over and took an opportunity of saying to the 
Sultan: “Your Highness knows you have many Europeans in your 
service, doing good work for the country, and they seek to build 
churches, one for each division of their religion, but they cannot raise 
enough money,” because the Government unfortunately does not 
pay its servants at all well out there. I added: “Your Highness knows 
I am nQt at  liberty to talk of matters that would appear to interfere 
with religion, but I must bring to your notice the case of these men, 
who wish to worship God in the way they have been accustomed, 
but who cannot get a proper building in which to do it.” The Sultan 
looked at me quite with astonishment, and said, “Why should you 
be afraid to mention this? I know very well they are trying to build 
thesechurches, but I thought every care had been taken to help them. 
Your people are not like Chinese; you don’t worship idols; you 
worship God. I think you ought to give them just whatever you 
like.” The matter was taken to the council and a vote was made in 
favour of each of  the churches. Another interesting incident was in 
connection with the inauguration of the present Sultan of PCrak. Me 
is the descendant of twenty-four or twenty-five kings and is very 
proud of his long descent; He showed me the regalia, and there was 
in particular an old sword, which he regarded very respectfully. The 
Sultan himself must put on the sword, nD Qne else touching it. It 
was, he said, a thousand years old, and was worn by the prophet 
Japhet when he went into the ark. In conclusion, I will only add how 
much I esteem Mr. Clifford as an gfficer, a gentleman, and a friend. 

Mr. W. Id. TREACHER, C.M.G. (British Resident, Perak): On 
hearing the preface with which the Chairman introduced the l k -  
tiircr, I reflected that it would be impertinent for me or any one to 
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venture to comment on what we have heard; and after the remarks of 
Sir Hugh Low, following upon Mr. Clifford’s exhaustive Paper, I 
feel there is little left for me to say, and will detain you for a very brief 
time. I would just ask you to be careful how you digest the exciting 
fare that has been presented to you. I do not want you to go away 
with the idea that life in the unprotected Malay States is entirely 
unendurable, and indeed Mr. Clifford has briefly alluded tQ the 
lighter and less gloomy aspects of the case. Remember that long 
before British protection extended to the Malay Peninsula or to 
Borneo, British Colonies (the Straits Settlements and Labuan) lay 
alongside, but these harbours of refuge were not availed of by the 
oppressed to any considerable extent. Even now, in the civilised 
Protected States of Pirak and SelSngor, we have held out induce- 
ments to the natives of the Unprotected States in the shape of free 
grants of land or land at very low rates, but they don’t come in any 
numbers to speak of. Some of them, indeed, have come and settled 
in the country for three or four years and enjoyed the advantages of 
British administration, but have returned to their own country to be 
oppressed and downtrodden. This, at  least, is worthy of note. I do 
not at all wish to traverse any of the statements made by Mr. 
Clifford, but he has, unavoidably ofcourse, had to focus before you 
sQme of the wQrst points in Malay life, and I am trying to relieve 
somewhat the tension under which you must be suffering. Recollect 
that, not very long ago in the history of our own civilised and 
Christian country, women were burned for witchcraft, people were 
hanged for stealing sheep, Catholics burned Protestants and Protest- 
ants burned Catholics, and slavery existed under our flag, with all its 
horrors, to an extent unknown to the Malays. I should like to 
allude to the “adaptability” of the Malays. My own Sultan is one of 
the most courteous men I have ever met. He understands both sides 
of a question more rapidly than many Englishmen, and he can give 
you a clear opinion and express his views forcibly on such vexed 
questions as gambling, opium-smoking, and the registration of 
women. The lecturer has referred to four men, including our Chair- 
man, who will be remembered for their admirable work in building 
up the Federated Malay States, but he has omitted to mention the 
services of Sir Hugh Low,? who, coming from Borneo with a great 
reputation, took up the work in Perak soon after the assassination of 
the first Resident, Mr. Birch, and has been described by the late Sir 
Frederick Weld in an oficial despatch as not only an able adminjs- 
trator but a statesman. 
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Mr. T. SHELFORD, C.M.G.: The Malayan native States are so 
intimately related to the Straits Settlements that any information 
respecting them is of great interest to us. Mr. Clifford has traversed 
every available part of Pahang; he has lived amongst and freely 
mingled with all classes of its inhabitants, and we may accept his 
account of that country as thoroughly trustworthy. It is, however, 
rather ta the latter part of the Paper I wish to address myself. To 
those of us whose term of residence in that distant quarter of the 
world began under the old order of things, his Paper is of special 
interest. In the years of which I am speaking, the'straits Settlements 
themselves were but little known in this country. They were but an 
offshoot of the Indian Empire, and the policy of the Indian Govern- 
ment at  that time was to leave the Malay States severely alone. So 
also in the first days of the transfer of the Settlements to the direct 
rule of the Crown, ancl as an illustration of the attitude and temper of 
the Government, the announcement was publicly made that any one 
who entered the native States for the purpose of trade did so on his 
own responsibility, at his awn risk, and must not look for any 
assistance o r  support from the Government. The story of the 
marvellous change that has been successfully carried out under the 
direction of the distinguished men whose names are placed on record 
for all time has been told t9 this Institute. The figures given in the 
latter part of  the Paper speak volumes. I know no ipstance ofa native 
country, still in large measure undeveloped and thinly populated, 
making such rapid progress not only in material wealth, but as is so 
fully set forth in the Paper, in the amelioration of the condition of 
the people. O f  course there have been enormous difficulties to 
encounter. more especially in cmnection with Pahang. The native 
chiefs, naturally, were opposed to our interference; they resented the 
deprivation of their rights and position. These difficulties, however, 
have been gradually overcome, and, as Mr. Clifford points gut, we 
may hope that, as in the Western States, SQ also in Pahang itself, the 
chiefs and their successors will gradually rise to take an active and 
intelligent part in the administration of the country. The State of 
Pahang is now a flourishing State. When first the Residential system 
was introduced, there was no revenue at all. The expenditure neces- 
sarily incurred had to be met entirely by the borrowing of money. 
The Chinese had practically left the country. Now the revenue is 
about 800,000 dollars, and in the course ofa year or two the State will 
doubtless be able to pay its way. Gold and tin in the lode are being 
largely raised. I have not seen the latest report, but the Chinese are 
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returning to the country, communication is being opened up, and 
there is no.reason to apprehend that the State has not entered on the 
path ofprogress. All this is the record of ten years-but an item in the 
lifetime ofany country. It has been done under the able management 
and supervision ofMr. Clifford. It must be gratifying to you, sir, to 
find that the policy pursued with regard to Pahang. and which 
formerly caused you so much anxiety, is being crowned with suc- 
cess, and I would congratulate Mr. Clifford on the good work he has 
accomplished, the promise of the good'work to follow. 

Mr. W. R. D. BECKEIT: I have very little claim to speak about the 
Malay Peninsula. the greater part of my time abroad having been 
spent in the Siamese-speaking portion of the adjoining kingdom of 
Siam; but the lecture has been very interesting to me as affording 
matter for comparison of the two peoples. I met Mr. Clifford at 
TrEngginu in April 1895-the very interesting place you saw depict- 
ed on the screen. He himselflooked very picturesquein the costume 
he then wgre. I am glad to say he appears to be in much better health 
now than he was then, for he had just come down to the coast after a 
long journey through the jungles, and for weeks had been living 
mostly on rice. The Malays who come and settle at  Banskok are 
really not the best class of Malays, so that I can add nothing as to 
Malay character and characteristics. It may, however, be a question 
with some whether the introduction of civilisation into such places 
as the Malay Federated States and Siam is a blessing or otherwise. It 
is, of course, in many ways, a necessity that civilisation should be 
introduced; at the same time we see disappearing many interesting 
customs and institutions connected with those interesting peoples. 

The CHAIRMAN (Sir Cecil Clement; Smith, G.C.M.G.): It is now 
my gratifying duty to convey the thanks of this assembly to the 
reader of the Paper. Every one will agree that Mr. Clifford has told 
his story in a very attractive manner, in spite of the fact that he had t9 
give us some rather gruesome details. He has the pen of a ready 
writer. Me has already given us one of the best books in our language 
on Malay life. Young as he happily is, we shall expect more from his 
pen, and if it is of the character and style of his Paper we shall receive 
it with great pleasure. I cannot help thinking a paper ofthis kind has a 
very special value, not perhaps to-day or to-morrow, for many of us 
are familiar with what he has told us; but the time will come-we 
hope not many years hence-when such an account ofa Malay State 
will be quite impossible, and. when civilisation will have so extended 
itself that these will be matters of chiefly historic interest. Such a 
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three years after. I have interpreted for many people, and I can assure 
you that there is a great difference in the way in which various people 
treat their mouth-piece. Some show great consideration; some show 
no consideration a t  all. Sir Cecil Clementi Smith belonged to the 
former class. He was all kindness to me, boy as I was, and was 
prepared to overlook the numerous mistakes of which I no doubt 
was guilty. That was in 1885. Sinc? then I have been in constant 
communication with Sir Cecil, either personally or by lefter, and I 
can only tell you that he has always shown me a kindness which I 
find myself quite unable to describe. Now, for myself, and for all 
those present, I beg to tender to him our thanks for doing us the 
honour of presiding a t  our meeting this evening. 

The CHAIRMAN acknowledged the vote, and the proceedings then 
terminated. 

1. An accwnr of 'gaol cages' appears in the story 'A Tale ofTheft'. published in 

2. Cf. p. 248 sirpra and p. 256 itdru. Apparently rhe reference to Sir Mugh Low in 
Clifford's bak In Courr atid Katnpong. London, Grant Richards, 1837. pp. 167-70. 

the main body of thc text was added after the talk was delivered. 
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APPENDIX 10 
Order No. MN, 191 0: Sale of Rubber Tree PIantadons 

GOVERN- Order prohibiting the sale or transfer of Para rubber tree 
plantations to Europeans issued in:l910 by Charles Brooke, Rajah. 

Whereas I consider it is advisable to discourage the sale or transfer of 
plantations of rubber trees, I now notify the native inhabitants of Sarawak 
and settlers of Chinese, Indian, Eurasian, or any other Eastern nationality 
throughout the territory of Saiawak who are now or have been engaged in 
planting rubber trees that I do hereby prohibit the sale or transfer by them 
of any plantation of rubber trees unless permission for such sale and trans- 
fer has fitst been obtained from the Government, and anyone selling or 
transferring a plantauon without such permission will be liable to a h e  of 
Five hundred dollars or a penalty at the rate of Fifty dollars an acre for 
each acre thus sold or transferred as the Government may in each case 
decide, and the sale or m s f e r  shall be nutl and void. 

Further I direct that in the event of permission being granted by the 
Government for the sale or transfer of such a plantation a sum represent- 
ing ten per cent of the purchase price shall be paid to the Government. 

And I !%&er direct that such permission wilf not in any case be granted 
to the native inhabitants and senkrs ta sell or tnnsfer a phntxion to any 
European or Europeans or army individual, firm, or Company of white 
nationality. 
Given u&er my hand 
and seal +is ISE day Qf. C. BROQKE, 
Novembkr, 1910. . Rajah. 

Sourcr: SGG, 1 No~ember 191 0, p. f 68. 

. . .Lampiran C/- 
. . .22/- 
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?I!’,RAK, 1874 

ENCAGEklENr ENTERED I.Vr0 1)Y TllE CI-IIEFS OF I’ERAK AT PU1.0 PANCIOR. 

Datccl zoth January, 1874. I 
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Wlicrcas, it statc of anarchy exists in the Kingclom of Pcralc owing 

power cxists for the protcction of the .people and for sccuring to 

of moncy invcstcd in Tin niining in Pcrak by British subjccts and 

to tlic want of scttlcd govcrnriieiit in the Country, and no efficient 

thcrii thc Iruiis of tlrcir industry, i i d ,  ’ 

i 
I Wlicrci1s, liirgc iiumbcrs of Chinese are employed and hrgc  sums 

otlicrs residing in Ilcr Majesty’s Possessions, and the said mincs and 
propcrty are not adcquatcly protectccl, and piracy, murdcr ancl arson 
arc rifc in the said country, whcrcby British tradc and interests 
grcaily sulfcr, and thc peace and good order of thc ncighbouring 
British Scttlcmcnts arc sometinics menaccd, and, 

Whcrcas, ccrtniii Chiefs for the time bcing of the said Kingdom 
of I’crak have stntcd thcir inability to cope with the present diffi-. 
cultics, and togcthcr with thosc interested in tlic industry of thc 
country havc rcqucstcd assistance, ‘and, 

Wlicrcas, I-Icr Majcsty’s Govcrnmcnt is bound by Trcaty Stipula- 
tions to protect tlic said Kingdom and to assist its rulers, now, 

His Exccllcncy Sin ANDREW CLARKE, K.c.M.c., c.u., Goveriior .of tlie 
Colony of the Straits Scttlcmcnts, in compliance with the said rc- 
qucst, illid with a vicw of assisting the said rulers and of. affecting 
a pcrmancnt settlcnicnt of afl-‘airs in Pcrak, has proposed tlic follow- 
ing Articles of arrangeinents as mutually bcncfciiil to tlic Inclc- 
pciidcnt Rulcrs of l’crnk, tlicir subjects, the subjects of Her Majesty, 
and otlicrs rcsiding in or trading with Perak, that is to say:- 

I. First.-That tlic Raja Muda Abclullah be rccognised as the 
Sultiln of I’crak. 

‘ I  cu 
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11. Second.-That the Hajah Dandahara Ismail, now Acting 
Sultan, be allowed to retain the titlc of Sultan Muda with a pension 
and a certain small Territory assibmed to him. 

111. Third.-That all the othcr nominations of great Oficcrs miidc 
at the time tlic Rajah Bandaliara Ismail received tlic rcgalia bc 
conlirmcd. 

1V. Fourth.-That thc powcr givcn to  thc Orang Kayali Mantri 
over Larut by the late Sultan be confirmed. 

V. Fifth.-That all Hevcnucs bc collcctcd and ill1 appointments 
made in the name of the Sultan. 

IV. Sixth.-That thc Sultan rcccive and provide a suitablc rcsi- 
dcncc for a British, Officer to bc callccl Rcsidcnt, who shall be 
accredited to his Court, ancl whose advice must be asked and acted 
upon ‘on all qucstions othcr than thosc touching Malay Hcligion 
and Custom. 

VII. Seventh.-That the Governor of Larut shall havc atcachcd 
to him as Assistant Rcsidcnt, a British Officer acting undcr tlic 
Resident‘ of Perak, with similar powcr and subordinatc only to thc 
said Rcsidcnt. 

VIII. ,Eighth.-That tlic cost of t hcx  Rcsiclcnts with tlicir Ustab- 
lishmcnts bc tlctcrininctl by tlic Govcrnrncnt of tlic Straits Scttlc- 

IX. Ninth.-That a Civil list rcgulating tlic inconic to be rcccivctl 
by the Sultan, by thc Dandaliara, by tlic Mantri, illid by tlic otlier 
Ofliccrs be the next charge on the said Revenue. 
X. Tcnth.-That the collection and control of iill ltcvcnucs illid 

the general administration of the country be rcgulatcd undcr the 
advice of thcse Residents. 

XI. Eleventh.-That thc Trcaty under which tlic Pulo Ilinding 
and the islands of Pangkor wcrc ccdcd to Great Britain having bccn 
misunderstood and it being desirable to re-adjust tlie sanic, so as to 
carry into effect the intcntion of tlic Framcrs thcrcof, it is hcrcby 
dcclarcd that the Boundaries of thc said Tcrritory so ccdcd shall hc 
rectified as follows, that is to say:- 

From Bukit Sigari, as laid clown in tlic Chart Shcct No. I Striiits 
of Malacca, a tracing of which is anncrcd, marked A, in a straight 
linc to thc sea, thencc along the sea coast to tlic South, to I?ulo Katta 
on thc West, and from Pulo Katta I I  linc running North East about 
five milcs, and thence North to Bukit Sigari. 

XII. Twclfth.--Tl’hat tlic Southcrn wntcrshcd of tlic Krc,iii Hivcr, 
that is to say, the portion of land draining into that Hivcr from the 
South be declared British Territory, as a rectification of thc Southcrn 
Boundary of Province Wellcslcy. Such Boundary to be ninrkcd out 

~ i i ~ t l t ~  i~nd  bc it first chargc 011 tllc Itc\~clillrs of l’criik. 



I 

v cv 
I 

by Commissioners; one named by the Government of the Straits 
Settlcrncnts, and thc other by the Sultan of Perak. 

XIII. Thirteenth.-That on the cessation of the present distur- 
bances in l’erak and thc re-establishment of peace and amity among 
the coiitcnding factions in that Country, immediate measures under 
the control and supcrvision of one or more British Oficers shall be 
titken for restoring as far as practicable the occupation of the Mines, 
and the possession of Machinery, &c., as held previous to the com- 
iiicnccnient of tlicsc clisturbanccs, and for the payment of compen- 
sation for clamagcs, the decision of such oficcr or oficcrs shall bc 
tiiral in such casc. 
XIV. l~ourtccnth.-l’hc Mantri of Larut engagcs to acknowledge 

its a dcbt duc by him to thc Government of the Straits Scttlcnients, 
the cliarges and cxpcnscs incurred by this invcstigation, as wcll as 
t t ~ c  charges and cxpcnscs to which tlic Colony of the Straits Scttlc- 
iiients and Grcat Britain have bcen put or may be put by their efforts 
to secure the tranquility of Perak and the safety of trade. 

Thc above Articles having bccn severally read and explained to 
tlic undcrsigncd who having understood the same, have scverally 
agreed to and acccpted tlicm as binding on thcm and their Heirs 
and Succcssors. 

This clone and concluded at Pulo l’angkor in tlic nritish Posscs- 
sions, this Twcntictli day of January, in thc ycar of tlic Christian 
Era, one thousand eight hundred and seventy-four. 

c -  ..- - . 

Exccutcd before me, 
ANDREW CLARKE, 

Governor, Commander-in-Chief and Vice-Admiral 
of the Straits Settlements. 

Chop of the Sultan of l’erak. 
I, Bandahara of Perak. 
I, Turnongong of Perak. 
I8 Mantri of Perak. 
?I Shahbander of Perak. 
** Rajah Mahkota of Perak. 
## Laxaniana of l’erak. 

8 ,  Da toh Sa’gor. 
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wishes &om the Sematry of State. 

10. The cpstion of de- with sly prosWonis a most difEcuIt one as there is a great danger that in order to 
cambatthisevilonemustintroducerules~c~~antheh~ofthesnbjed.FurtherItisneces~toavoid 
an- which will render respectable people open to balcbd for the delinquencies of their lodgers M dependenk. 

11. be hfbted on 
brothel keepers, pimps and bw&. In order to ccmdhte it a %otheP a place Izlzlst be used by two or more persons 
for the purposes of prodtution. Ifthis has been established, an ader may be made by the Fxotector or a Magisbte 
on the keeper of the brothel, or its tenant to close the brothel zfthe brothel ccmthes to open the brothel keeper may 
beprasecutedincourtand~fordisobedienceoftheorder.I€thisst=phasbeensuccesslnytaken,~oldermay 
be issued to the owner ofthe house and ifthe house stitl Cantinues to be used as a brothel the owner also is liable. 
This procedure on the h ofit would appear tobe simple3 but in practice there are innumerable difliculties in the 
way ofgetting Con~ctiiOIls. 

As thehw stands atpresatf the prostit.uk heml€Cannotbe punid&. Punishment cm 

(a) The order can only be issued against a certain person in respect of certain premises. In order to 
defeat subsequent promxdhgs all that is necessary is for the person who pays fhe rent to be changed In the last 
resort the brothel can always be removed next door. In either case there is a return to the "status quo". 

@) The dif€iculty of obtaining evidence which will satisfy the Court. 

h order to obtaina convi&oninComtwidencemustbe obtainedthat two or more girls are ushg 
the place for the purpose of prostitution. To establish the fact of their prostitution, it is necessary to get two men, give 
them marked money, tell them to go to the brothel and engage prostitutes and then raid the house when the men are 
there. W& r e f a c e  to this procedure cpite apart fiom the odium attaching to any officer who goes into Court and 
admits he has adopted this procedure there is the danger of infection to the agent provacatern for which I presume, 
Government should be respomile. Further it is extremely diflicult to get any one but the very dregs of society to be 
wilhng to un- such a task, and give evidence of it in Court, and it is just such people who, if one used 
mccessfidly, would have no scruples in going around and Mach- d sly prostituk in the town whetlxx living 
in brothels or not 

(c) The present state of the so& conscience ofthe c m e ,  which on the whole is saiisfied with 
the state of affairs as it is and therefore its members do not m e  forward to give evidence of what they know as 
apart ffom heresay. Apart from the medical aspect of venereal dissase, complaints mainly come directly or indirectly 
h r u  a very limited number of sources3 Principally fkm missionaries, who, I believe, speak fiom heresay. It has 
become a platitude that it is impossile to make people moral by legislation or in advance ofthe social conscience. It 
would appear that the remedy should be w$h misharies who should so WO& upon ther flocks that their minds 
may be raised abwe possible contamination by the social evil, which is certainly condoned by the bulk of the 
canrmurdty. 

12. 
pointsinres~ofw~~imptov~entmightbemade,m~~tbmakeindulgencerathermme difIicutt: 

In spite of my general opinion that prostituiionis no worse here than might be expected, there are certain 

(a) Section 16(1)@) of the Women and Girls Protection Ordinance should be amended by the 
ommiskm of the word "persistentiy". 

'Ibis as should be the case would make even a single act of solicitahn by a male person 
punishable. 
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Sd W. T. Chapman 
Secretary for Chinese A.fE&s 
F.M.S. 

[dated 1919?] 

Source: selangor S e c r e h t  File 497U1919, Arbb Negara, Kwla Lumpur. 
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REGULATION V. OF 1891; 
A REGULATION TO PROVIDE FOR THE COMPULSORY 

AITENDANCE OF MALAY CHILDREN AT GOVERhWENT SCHOOLS. 

(HSM 313) 

J. P. RODCER, 
Acting British Resident. 

[13th June, 18gr.] 

WHEREAS it is expedient to provide for the compulsory Preamble. 
attendance of Malay Children at Government Vernacular 
Schools in the State: It is hereby enacted by His Highness the 
Sultan in Council, with the advice of the British Resident, as 
follows : - 

I .  This Regulation may be cited as the "School Attendance Regu- Short title. 
lauon, ~Sgr." 

3. From and after the date of the passing of this Regulation it Attendance 
shall be lawful for any District Officer to cause a written or printed notice [obe 
notice to be served on the parent or guardian of any male Malay Frz:g 
child living within his district, and being between the ages of seven guardian. 
and fourteen years, requiring such child to attend such Government 
vernacular school as may be in such notice specified, and on receipt 
of such notice the parent or guardian of any child so required to 
attend school shall be deemed to be Iawfully responsible for the 
regular attendance of such child at the school so specified, for the 
hours during which such school may be open for the attendance of 
pupils. . . 

of any child shall, on proof before a Magistrate of such child's non- guardiansliaMc 
to conviction 
for child's non- 

attendance as aforesaid, and in the absence of any reasonable excuse 
for such non-attendance, be liable to be convicted of an offence under attendanme 
this Regulation. 

3. Any person go lawfully responsible for the attendance at school Parents or 

4. Any person so convicted shall be liable to a penalty not exceed- Penalty. 

Provided always, that no person shall be liable to any penalty Proviso. 

ing five dollars for each offence, and to simple imprisonment not 
exceeding fourteen days in default of payment thereof. 

under this Regulation in respect of any child whose ordinary place of 
abode is situated at  a greater distance than two miles from the school 
specified in the notice as aforesaid. 

. . .Lampiran G / -  
. . .29/- 
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Nurse Bates’s Venion .f L$e in the Women 4 Compound 
at.Butu Lintung, Kuching 

Papers of Miss H. E. Bates. MSS 91/35/1. IW.\l. 

Five dreary days passed before we turned into the Kuching 
river, and docked at Sarawak, where we were told to disembark. 
We were a motley crowd when we stepped onto the quay; [olur 
clothing was very grubby and untidy, and the poor S u n s  looked 
not only very tired, but pathetic, with their whice habits be- 
smirched with a mixture of dirt and oil, and their coifs and veils 
limp and bedraggled. As always, [hlowever they were persistently 
cheerful, making light of our troubles, and ne\’er failing to give 
help whenever possible. 

Though probably the most exhausted among us, were the moth- 
ers of young children, who were burdened with infants and bag- 
gage, the former having become intractable after long confinement, 
and who continually whimpered. Even the parrot screamed, which 
added to the general turmoil. 

After being counted several times, and having our baggage ex- 
amined, we were crowded into open lorries and rushed at break- 
neck speed to an internment camp three miles from the town, and 
on reaching a barbed-wire enclosure containing some long huts, 
were told to dismount. We stood rubbing our bruises caused by the 
rough journey, and as we did so, a weird collection of men emerged 
from the huts, and stared at us. We stared back as they talked in an 
unknown language, and were certainly the queerest people we had 
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ever seen-even i n  Borneo! These men wore pyjama trousers, but 
no tops, and their heads were shaven except for a tonsure, and they 
wore beards down to their waists. Later we learned that they were 
Dutch monks or priests from Dutch Borneo. 

After being marshalled and counted again, we were lectured by 
the Japanese Camp Commandant, and hustled into another enclo- 
sure across the road, near another prison camp which held the 
male internees from Jesselton. They waved to us, but the guards 
soon put a stop to that. Hardly had we talked through the gate of 
the camp, than a group of sturdy grey-clad Dutch nuns ran to us, 
picked up our bundles,-and the children-, :ind with cheerful 
smiles escorted us to our quarters, giving every possible help. 

We were quartered in barrack buildings; the rooms were small, 
and each one contained six or eight of us. There were no beds, ta- 
bles or chairs, or any other amenities. The  nuns cooked US a sketchy 
meal of rice and vegetables, which was all they had to offer, and it 
seemed that conditions here were much worse than in Jesselton. 

We only stayed in this camp for a few weeks however, and then 
were told to pack what we could carry, after which we were 
marched to another camp. There we learned that we were to be 
treated, not as prisoners but as internees, so were isolated from the 
former. Nevertheless, with their usual inconsistency, the Nips soon 
sent us back to our original camp, and there we were joined by fe- 
male internees from Sandakan,--on the East Coast of N.B., who 
until then had been treated rather better. Their husbands had been 
allowed to stay with them and help with the children, and so natu- 

the men, and found they had to help with work in the camp. 
Singapore had fallen some weeks before, and British prisoners 

of war began to arrive, and were billeted in adjacent camps. At 
first they appeared reasonably well and cheerful, but before long 
the sound of the ‘Last Post’ [a tune played on a bugle at military fu- 
nerals] could be heard daily, and we realised that they were dying 
in large numbers. 

A party of Australians came through on their way to Sandakan, 

rally the women were most distressed when they were parted from f 
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to be used as labour in building aerodromes. Just before the war M rl 

ended, such of these poor men who had not died in the meantime, 
were force-marched into the interior of North Borneo, and suf- 
fered such frightful atrocities and hardships, that out of several 
thousand, only six survived. Apart from the perversity of the 
Japanese there could have been no reason for this death march, as 
within a few days[,] the Emperor of Japan ordered his troops to lay 
down their arms. 

Some British and American soldiers escaped from camp, thus 
risking their lives, in order to talk tc! us, and some of the women 
foolishly broke many of the Japanese rules about fraternising, and 
this resulted in our being moved to yet another camp, where con- 
ditions were worse than ever. There we lived in long huts, each 
holding one hundred people, each person being allotted a space of 
four feet by six feet in which to sleep and store our belongings. The 
huts were made of bamboo and palm leaves, and so reasonably 
cool, but draughty, and not entirely rainproof. In the frequent wet 
weather the ground surrounding us was a sea of mud, and through 
this we had to carry food containers from the cooking hut some 
distance away. 

The latrines consisted of a deep pit covered with planks, and 
with holes at intervals. To begin with, there were rough wooden 
partitions between the holes, but gradually some of these disap- 
peared, as they were taken to make tables, stools, etc:. The  latrine 
pit was cleared each month by British soldiers. It was deep and 
therefore a great danger to children, and they were ordered not to 
play within the vicinity. One day however, a Nun happened to pass 
by when a three year old boy called “Frankie Sykes” called out,- 
‘Sister, Matie’s down the laths’ 

Very shocked, Sister exclaimed,-“Are you Jure you are telling 
the truth?” “Yeah,” lisped Frankie, pointing to the pit; “Matie’s 
down there!” Still half doubtful, Sister opened a trap door in the 
planking, pushed her arm through, and hearing a faint whimper, 
she probed around in the filth, and grasped the child’s head by the 
hair. Fortunately she was able to pull the little girl clear, and filthy 
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and odorous though she was, after having a pail of water thrown 
over her, became recognisable as Matie! 

Thanks to this prompt and courageous action on the part of Sis- 
ter, Matie was saved from a dreadful end, and rather surprisingly, 
was none the worse for her awful experience. 

I t  was d o u b t f d  whether anyone not closely connected with 
small Frankie, would have taken much notice of his lisping talk, 
and certainly few would have had the pluck to probe the noisome 
pit. For some time after this episode, the other children would not 
play with poor Matie; “Shesmelli” they said! In a tropical climate 
bad smells are apt to linger on indefinitely. 

During the early weeks of our internment, we were left pretty 
much to ourselves, and our work simply consisted of chores about 
the camp; cooking, cleaning etc:. As I was at that time suffering 
from a groggy (weak] heart, and looked on as a semi-invalid, I was 
given the job of looking after the children when their mothers 
were otherwise engaged. Most of the children were very young, 
and took to internment much more easily than the rest of US. In 
fact, it was an adventorous change from everyday life at  home, be- 
cause firm discipline could not be applied. They had few clothes to 
soil, no shoes, and could not be expected to clean their teeth! 

Surprisingly, the Nip soldiers were tolerant to the children, who 
did not seem to be afraid ofthem, and quite often one would see an 
infant unbuckling an N.C.O.5 belt and sword, without any protest 
being made! Needless to say, the youngsters quarrelled amongst 
themselves, and this created rows between the mothers now and 
again. 

My favourite was Ronald; a tough three year old, and quite the 
naughtiest child in the camp! H e  possessed an angelic face, wavy 
golden hair, large blue eyes with long lashes, and an attractive 
Scottish accent. This little wretch often escaped punishment for his 
crimes, simply because of his appearance, and the artless gaze of 
his big blue eyes when being pulled UP! 

When his mother was ill, Ronald was left in my care, and when- 
ever he became too naughty, I would say ‘Now, bend over, Ron- 

ald!” As I then produced a small cane, prepared to whack him, he 
would turn his head and give me such a n  appealing look, saying: 

2 I 
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“Oh Batesie, you would’nt, woulcl you?” And I would end by giv- 
ing him just a tiny smack! 

Ronald bore no ill  will however, and we gained n cert-~’ a 111 respect 
for one another. His bete noire was another boy older and larger 
than himselfwho had a doting mother. Always turned out beauti- 
f d l y  in clean shorts, he looked very smart. 

One clay while outside the hut ,  I heard a terrific commotion, 
and o n  rushing back found Ronald kicking and punching his 
enemy while his mother tried to stop the fracas. a t  the same time 
calling to me: “Oh, Batesie, this horrid child will kill m y  bo!;p/err;c 
take him away!” This took a lirtle while, as Ronald was what 
would now be described as a ‘Tough Guy’, but Lvhen I managed to 
part him from his victim, I asked him very sternly--“Ronatd, why 
did you go for that boy?” His reply was; “Because he needed it,” 
and I’m afraid I quietly agreed! 

As might be expected, [here was some friction between the 
women with children and those who hadn’t any, especially when 
the time came for roll-call, and certain infants w.ere missing which 
meant that their mothers turned up late, and this incensed the lap- 
anese, who made us all stand strictly to attention until all were 
present. In the early days all children had to be counted, but as the 
number seemed to vary from about six to forty, when on parade, 
the Japs grew weary of trying to agree as to the exact number, so 

Later on, the nuns organised a school each morning for an hour 
or two, and this kept the children out of mischief as well as filling up 
their time. Not unnaturally, a good deal of religious instruction was 
pumped into them, and Ronald informed me that “God sent Adam 
to sleep, and then pinched his rib, and made him into a mother!” 
(Which only goes to show how easy it is to confuse a small child). 

As a great concession the married women were allowed to meet 
their husbands once a month in a pig compound between the 
camps, and despite the locality, this was a great morale booster, and 
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I finally gave up counting! 
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scented said hanky, I took it to bed with me, and luxuriated in 
dreams of glamour! 

Local labour became short after a time, and so did the male pris- 
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m down the room, sometimes minus even a loin-cloth. They usually 

fixed on me as being the only ‘non-nun‘, and came close to my sew- 
ing machine, hoping to annoy me into protesting, but as a nurse I 
had seen far too many naked bodies to be worried or upset, and 
would calmly look the offender up and down with contempt, until 
finally he blushed, whereupon he hastily covered himself, grabbed 
his clothes, and departed. At times like this, the nuns kept their 
heads well down, hiding under their coifs. 

One day when we had been working late, we were passing near 
che British P.O.W. camp, when their 6 p.m. feeding gong sounded, 
and thinking we had already returned to camp, the men rushed 
out naked, and one boy who happened to see us, fished out a fry- 
ing-pan from the hut, and held this in front of him1 (These soldiers 
were reduced to wearing little except loin cloths, which had to be 
washed each evening, and meant that they remained naked until 
the following morning). 

I could not resist a giggle at the sight of the boy with the frying 
pan, and thoughtlessly said “Oh Sister, do look!” Mother Supe- 
rior’s eyes twinkled, but quietly she said; “Sisters! eyes down 
please.” 

I was trying to mend one of my tattered shoes one day, while 
standing by a rubber tree near the fence of the British soldier’s bar- 
racks, when a working party passed, and suddenly a packet of cig- 
arettes flew over my head, landing at the feet of the first soldier 
and the guard, who immediately leaped over the fence and 
grabbed me, then marched me up to the Nippon Camp Comman- 
der who ordered me to go to the Guard Room together with the 
British soldier who had picked up the cigarettes. There I was made 
to kneel before the senior guard. Et was useless for me to explain 
that I had not thrown the cigarettes, and that in any case I would 
have preferred to smoke them myself! 

I was kneeling on sharp stones, with my arms above my head,- 
an altogether uncomfortable position,-when the Jap sergeant 
proceeded to auction me by barter as it were,-to the sentries. 
However, fortunately for me, it seemed that ’my value was not 

. 



sufficiently high, and two hours later I was released, to my great 
relief. It appeared that the American woman who had been re- 
sponsible for having thrown the cigarettes, had finally been in- 
duced to own up. She was taken to the Jap Commander, who 
returned her cigarettes, and promised to let me go. 

One of the most irritating factors during our internment was 
the unfathomable thought process of our captors. Though very 
cruel a t  times, dn other occasions they woulcl actually laugh at 
one’s misdemeanours. We seldom knew which misdeed we had 
committed, and their attitude seemecl to indicate tha t  so long as 
jome-one was punished. it matterecl not  who was the culprit! 

I managed CO keep a rough diary during most of the three and a 
half  years of our internment, and the Japanese fortunately never 
found it, though periodic searches were made to discover any writ- 
ing by the prisoners. I scribbled on any odd scrap of paper I could 
find, and concealed them between two thicknesses of hessian, which 
cavered a‘ rough wooden chair which had been made for me by a 
male prisoner a t  Christmils time one year. Unaccustomed to squat- 
ting like Orientals, we Europeans felt the lack of chairs keenly, and 
eventually all of us manufactured something suitable to sit on. 

Accounts of internment by the Japanese are abundant, [ ? I  do  not 
intend to write more on the subject, but in the [ ? I  chapter there 
will be certain entries from my diary [ ? I  prove of interest. 

Notes from my diary during Internment in Kuching 

D E C E M B E R  I 9 4 3  

The  second Christmas came and went much as the first one had 
done. We were allowed to &end a concert given by the British 
Tamrnies, and were seated in a roped-off enclosure away from the 
men, but near the Dutch Fathers. T h e  show was excellent and we 
thoroughly enjoyed it. One of the boys had composed some very 
catchy songs, and there was a good female impersonator and sev- 
eral comedians. In addition, the Australian Officers had a first-rate 
choir. 

ZIST. S E P T E M B E R  1 9 4 4  
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Having had dysentery, I am enjoying two weeks rest in a tiny 
cubicle off the chapel, which had been constructed at the end of 
one of the huts. I t  is lovely to be alone for the first time in  two 
years, and to have no other people sleeping within reach. 

Before being taken i l l ,  I had been acting as foster mother to two 
children whose mother was lying very ill in what was known as 
the Clinic. This may sound easy, especially for a nurse like myself, 
but truth to tell, the circumstances were far from being so. The 
amount of space allotted to the three of us was 12’ x 7’, and this in- 
cl~ided sleeping accommodation. 

A shortage of soap, bedding and clothes, did not help matters, 
and the children had no toys, or even enough food for healthy 
young appetites. Cuts and sores were also R great worry, especially 
as such things easily turn septic in the tropiJcs] and we had almost 
no medical supplies of a n y  sort. 

There was one hurricane lamp to light a barracks of eighty feet 
in length, and when darkness fell, we could only retire to our 
sleeping places and try to entertain the children with stories. Tod- 
dlers had to be ‘potted,’ and when Ronald,-one of my charges,- 
Had to be lifted to do what he called ‘Wee-wees’, having recently 
watched the goat being milked, he once remarked,-‘No. I’d 
rather do milk!’ 

Things generally are much the same here, very dull and dreary. 
The  months are marked only by the new moon as it  appears, and 
to which we solemnly bow, turning any money or silver we may 
possess [an attempt to stretch meagre funds to the maximum]. 

Rations remain the same, sometimes less,---and never too much; 
a very dull diet of rice and native vegetables. Once in ten days a 
small amount of pork is sent in, chiefly ‘innards’ and offal,-as the 
Nips get the meat. However, it does provide a little fat and flavour- 
ing for our stews, though a couple of pounds does not go far  
among 271 hungry people. 

After ‘Lights Out!’ we discuss what we should like to eat and 
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that her dental plate was short of a tooth. When they insisted, Mrs. 
13. produced an old denture, and the Nuns removed a tooth and 
stuck it into the place of the missing ivory, but upside down. So 
when M. W. stood up to sing before the Japs, and began ‘One Fine 
Day’ from iMadame Butterfly, the first high note dislodged the 
tooth, which she removed in her handkerchief, continuing the aria. 
Only a few of us realised the worst, by her trembling hands. 

* Mrr. R. is a viola player of international fame, who travelled all 
over Europe before her marriage. She is tall and beautiful in a clas- 
sical way, and though middle-aged, has a face as  unlined as a baby. 
AI1 her spare time is spent in steeping, and she is a Chriscian Scien- 
tist who lives the most unruffled of lives. Her hands however, are 
ruined, I fear, through the.manba1 work she has been doing here. 

Mrs. C.-An American who was married only three weeks be- 
fore the outbreak of war. She escaped from Manilla by junk, and 
was caught by the Japs here. Formerly a Crooner and  Broadcaster 
she still gives performances in the food queues in (camp] to the ir- 
ritation of other internees! She is attractive even when grubby and 
unwashed, which is most of the time, but a treat to behold when 
prepared to meet her husband on their once monthly meeting. 

Mrs. B. formerly ran a dress shop in London, and is proud to 
state that she once worked for Molineux. He  voice is fretful and 
her manner anxious, but she has a heart of gold. Much of her time 
is spent in making clothes for the children from odd pieces of ma- 
terial, and also in ensuring that she is always immaculately dressed 
herself. 

With us are some animal internees, probably given to us in 
order that that they could be fattened up for eating, At Christmas 
time a small pig arrived, who was christened ‘Selina,’ but she be- 
came such a pet of the children, that we had not the heart to put 
her into the pot! Unfortunately, though, Selina was struck by 
lightning during a fearful storm, and died immediately, SO finally 
provided us with a lovely meal! We were also presented with a few 
ducklings which were only 24 hours old. These thrived on what 
we could give them, and any scraps they were able to pick up, and 
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when a few eggs were produced, these were allotted to groups of 
prisoners in turn. A turkey arrived on Christmas but did not last 
long, as he was put into the pot, and gave some flavour to the rice 
meted out 271 people just for one day. 

2 . 

5 T H  N O V E M B E R  1944 

The latest Japanese ‘hate’ is for the red[,] white and blue, and 
anyone wearing this combination of colours is either sl;lppe(l, Or 

marched off to the caAp office for disciplinary treatment! 
I find’ I am becoming an expert needlewoman, for in acltlition 

[to] patching clothes, I can now make mattresses. also inens’ shorts, 
and mosquito nets. Each patch has to he perfectly rountl, ancl usu- 
ally placed on dirty, smelly uniforms, so tha t  this is a most hateful 
job. 

Recently we had our first death in the n.omens’ camp. This u.as 
a poor old lady who had been suffering from diabetes for years. 

Two nights ago we were shown a ‘propergation’ film by o u r  
hosts. I t  consisted of Japanese military manoeuvres in  .Llanchuria, 
followed by a love film which ended with the man i n  the case join- 
ing the army to everyones’.satisfaction! 

The performance was all rather dreary, but ive all nttentletl in 
order toget away from the camp for a short spell. 

I 7 T H .  D E C E M B E R  1944 

The laps made an intensive search yesterday, turning LIS out of 
our barracks at 9 am. ,  without any warning. All the doors were 
guarded, goodness knows why, for we have few possessions to 
hide! Fortunately, I was able to grab my chair which held this 
diary concealed in the seat,-and was permitted to sit on it,-bc- 
ing an invalid. 

Later that day the Camp Paymaster announced that a Christ- 
mas canteen would be established, and that extra  food would be 
available on payment. The charges were :- 

Pork 18/6 a pound, chicken 25/-, and eggs 31- each. 



n 
0 
rl 
0 I I 

\ 

I 

(D 
0 

1 

We managed to obtain some money by selling certain articles to 
the Japanese soldiers or natives, such as watches, gold, pencils, or 
bracelets etc: if we happened to be left with arry of these things! 

The  prevailing feeling of homesickness is at present being in- 
creased by the sound of the Nuns’ voices, as they practise the 
Christmas cards.  

The  English Catholic Sisters are quiet, and gentle, but the Dutch 
Sisters seem lusty and rather noisy, all talking a t  once, with no-one 
listening! However, they are all very efficient and cheerful. All of 
the S u n s  pray a good deal privately,-as ‘well as in Church, and 
sometimes I feel exasperated when one of them sits down near me 
in the compound, when I am myself seeking for a little peace and 
quiet, and am disturbed by a long period of murmured praying. 

Life drifts on, and we are having a particularly hungry period, 
and can quite truthfully say that our mouths water, and that we 
‘siaver’ as dogs do before meals. Some of us find it  advisable to rise 
slowly after lying down, as due to malnutrition, any rapid move- 
ment is apt to cause dizziness or even a black-out. Our colour now 
is a greyish-yellow, due to the climate and lack of soap. 

2 I S T .  N O V E M B E R  1 9 4 4  

Now I am in for a very dull fortnight, as one morning recently I 
awoke and discovered to my horror that my sight had become very 
dim. Later I realised that this was due to vitamin deficiency in our 
poor diet. Many prisoners of the Japanese suffered in this way, and 
became permanently blinded, when a few vitamin pills which 
were cheap and plentiful, could have saved their sight. (The Japs 
have plenty of these). 

T h e  female medical officer in our camp advised me to retire to 
bed blindfolded, and I was to lie there for about ten days. Mean- 
while red palm oil was dropped into my eyes daily. This proved ex- 
tremely painful, and the pain increased when ants crept under the 
bandage to consume the oil. As in the tropics, ants always attack 
the dead, I began to feel like a corpse myself! Thanks to my com- 

b- 
y panions I have been able to preserve my sanity, as they did their 

best to keep me amused, largely by conversation or reading aloud. 
At the end of ten days my sight seemed little better but i t  gradu- 

ally improved when I was given oil by mouth, and a daily spoonful 
of powdered pig bones to provide calcium, which was made up in 
the camp. 

I I T H .  D E C E M H E R  I 9 4 4  

Only two weeks to Christmas now, a n  awful thought. Little did I 
think we should spend a third Christmas here, though I am now re- 
signed to afourth, and also to spending another birthday in captivity. 

i I 
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2 7 ~ ~ .  D E C E M B E R  1 9 4 4  

Another Christmas over, which wasn’t too bad a t  all. The Dutch 
Sisters gave each child some sort of toy,-perhaps a doll, exquis- 
itely made from scraps of cloth and unravelled cotton. The British 
soldiers also made some carved wooden toys and a Christmas 
tree,-all of which were slipped over the fence after dark. 

The  tiny children,-who had been taught by the Nuns,-gave a 
little concert, followed by a sacred one by the Sisters. This was both 
picturesque and sentimental, as the Chapel was lit by only one 
small hurricane lamp. Our Christmas dinner consisted of rice and 
native vegetables. 

On Boxing Day work was resumed, but at 7 p.m. we were re- 
galed with a memorable dinner of chicken soup, rice, fried pump- 
k in  and sweet potato. This we found very good, but too rich for the 
children whose stomachs revolted during the night, so that we had 
little sleep. 

i 

I 2 T H  F E B R U A R Y  7 9 4 5  
I I have been in the sick bay again adjoining the chapel,-to- 

gether with several Nuns, all of us suffering from the objectionable 
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camplaint of dysentery. There are no medicines or special diets, so 
we just rested and hoped for the best. Happily my companions did 
their best for me by providing night attire and even sheets from 
their meagre possessions. 

Lying in bed gave me time to think, and I began to worry a lit- 
tle. I shall be 44 next birthday, and hated the thought of these 
wasted years,-when I could have done so much- 

Food is becoming nwrse, anrl SO is Japnnese aggression toivards 
the inale internees, and the Iaps indulge in various forln-rsl of tor- 
ture,--for real or fancicd ofFences. 

14TI-I .  I : E B R U . I R Y  1945 

I am back in barracks once again feeling reasonably fit, though a 
whole stone lighter, which I ciln ill afford to be. 

We are existing under a cloud of depression, due to absence of 
news, apart from grim rumours, and our hearts sank still further 
when we learned that one of the male internees has committed sui- 
cide following intensir.e interrogation by the Japanese. Although 
young, this man already had a brilliant record of service in the 
Government of Sarawak. Another worrying piece of news is that 
the Nips have decided that we women are not working sufficiently 
hard, so fifty are detailed each day to weed tapioca fields for six 
hours at a time. T h e  ground is swampy, and under the glaring sun 
such work can prove very burdensome, especially for those who 
are unfit. There are only about fifty all told-who are in reason- 
able health, and active enough ;o do anything except camp duties. 

M y  companions did their best to make my birthday a happy one, 
and I was the happy recipient of five eggs, one cup of real coffee, 
one tomato, and a sweet potato. These were the most welcome pre- 
sents I have ever received in my life! Sometimes such little luxuries 
could be obtained by bargaining with the Jap soldiers, who were 
greedy for any little valuable or Borneo currency we might happen 
to possess. 

T h e  Nip  soldiers received a minimum amount of pay, and had 
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little clothing or any possession which could be used to barter with 
the natives in return for drink or tobacco etc:. In some wavs, they 
were peculiarly honest in their transactions, and we were never 
robbed of our money or other treasurcs, except for papers ancl pen- 
cils, or any other thing which they thought might help us to make 
contact with the outside world. 

The value of everything has risen sky-high. Salt is no\v €2.10 n 

pound, and sugar fg. Eggs are 416 each, ancl me:it almost unobtain- 
Lible. 

One woman managed to bring in :I quantity of so;ip ivith her 
baggage, and this she sells at fr. for a piece ofabout sis inches long. 
M y  last towel has now disintegrated, so after \va\hing I iitn obligctl 
to shake myself like a dog until dry! 

Another thing one longs for is real tooth-paste: Soot is not a t  a l l  

a pleasant substitute, though all we have for teeth-cleaning. 

P A L M  S U N D A Y  

Excitement at last, and of the right kind! At I I a.m: to-clay 
American planes passed over and dropped pamphlets nrnr the 
Airfield seven miles away, so we feel we are not forgotten. Since 
then there have been several raids and an oil dump was hit. T h e  
Japs claim that all the planes w y e  brought down by their on.n 
heroic airmen, but this is an obvious lie, as the S i p s  here only have 
two small aeroplanes which rarely leave the ground,-and ne\'er 
during raids! 

The  only difference these happenings have made to our life here 
is that we have less food, and we have been forbidden to piit our 
washing out to dry except when it  rains, which makes for great clis- 
comfort in the huts. 

Deaths in the soldiers camp are increasing, and all the inmates 
are emaciated and ill, but the Japs continue to work them until 
they drop. Owing to a chronic shortage of planking. the dead are 
no longer placed in coffins, but burned in shrouds made from rice 
sacks. 
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Another air-raid. Ten double tailed planes flew over the camp, 
and it seemed that they were taking photographs. The  roof of each 
hut now has the letters ‘P.O.W.’ on top. 

Dyring raids the Nip soldiers cover themselves with so many 
twigs and leaves,-as camouflage,-that they look like Burnham 
Woods! They then pop down into trenches in the ground. 

Just recently someone lent me a copy of the ‘London Perambu- 
lator,’ and on reading [his I became so homesick that I shed tears 
under my mosquito net, and thought how wonderful i t  would be 
to see the English countryside again, and smell the lovely flowers 
there. 

If 1 am released, I wonder what I shall do? Just now I feel I can-  
not face hospital life agnin, or nursing. 

I t  would be interesting to see oneself in a full sized mirror in- 
stead of thc small portion visible in my present one, which is only 
six inches square. because I see changes in  my companions, but 
cannot examine my obvn appearance properly. The others seem to 
have lost their female curves, and a11 of us go in where we should 

i 

go 0111 ! 

2 N D .  M A Y  1945 

The ideal religion to follow during internment would appear to 
be the Roman Catholic one. During raids two priests are permitted 

that we should have a parson with us! The Roman Catholic do ap- 
to come in and sit with the nuns, but the Nips have not suggested 

pear to receive many favours, and perhaps the Pope has something 
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to do  with this? 1 

I 
I I O T H .  M A Y  1945 

I have been allowed to attend the funeral of an old friend of 
mine,-a Mr. Byron,-who died partly as a result of starvation, 
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and partly [duel to the amputation of a leg which was necessitated 
by severe jungle ulcers. 

The grave was dug by friends of his from Jesselton, and I was 
horrified to see their condition. Some had formerly been strong 
men of twelve to fourteen stone in weight, but were now reduced 
to mere shadows of themselves, and weighed less than eight stone. 

As we walked to the burial ground we passed the soldiers camp, 
and noticed that many of the men were just skeletons,--crawling 
about, as few were able to stand upright. 

Even our toddlers received the same rations as these poor 
[souls], and the children are still hungry, so what must have been 
the suffering of those men, many of whom are hardly more t h a n  
boys? 

The Japanese guards are becoming more ji t tery every day, and 
treat their male prisoners even worse than before. Their favourite 
methods of punishment are either kicking below the waist with 
their heavy army boots, face slapping, or striking the head with a 
rifle butt, or alternatively a curious form of reprisal which consists 
of forcing two prisoners to strike one another until one falls to the 
ground almost insensible. This apparently amuses [he Japanese 
very much. 

There are however, one or two kinder guards, and the one in 
our sewing room is quite a pleasant little chap. H e  does not expect 
too much work from us, gives us occasional rests, and even some- 
times slips us a potato, or a paper packet of sugar. 

Q, 

I S T .  J U N E  1945 

We are now undergoing a reign of terror due to an indiscretion 
on the part of one of the Dutch girls, and because of this the Tom- 
mies are being hounded and beaten up unmercifully. Yesterday a 
Punjabi soldier was hung from a tree by his arms-and beaten, 
and when a Dutch soldier tried to interfere, he was immediately 
knocked down and stamped on by the Guards. 

This was witnessed by his son and daughter-aged 10 and 12. 







“Can it really be true . . . 7” 

Papers oFMiss H. E. Bates. 91/39‘. IWM. 

ITTH A U G U S T  1 9 4 5  

Can it r e d y  be true that we have reached the encl of our tribula- 
tions’ When the women‘went to see their husbandlsl at the usual 
meeting in the pigsty, they were told by the men that the war was 
over. We did not believe this until the next day, when stores of all 
kinds lust poured into the cainps. Rice, pork, fish, and other kinds 
of food became plentiful, which indicated that better rations could 
have been supplied over the years but had been deliberately with- 
held by our captors. 

The  Japanese Commandant actually held a tea-party for the 
Readmen and Women of each camp, during which he stated that 
he was thankful for their co-operation over three years, and that he 
wept at the thought of the deaths which had occurred, and the 
hunger experienced, telling us that this was due to the American 
bombing of Red Cross ships! (This of course was sheer nonsense as 
food and particularly medical supplies sent by the Red Cross, had 
reached most internment camps in the Far East, but [were] not 
issueld] until the Japanese capitulated). He  then added that he 
looked upon us with affection,-as his children! 
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I coulcl not sleep chat night: It all seemed so improbable and I ac- 

world again. Looking back over the years, I realised how compar- 
atively fortunate we women had been, compared with the soldiers, 
who had the best years of their young lives wasted. 

tually felt almost frightened at the thought of going (outj into the 

19. A U G U S T  1945 

It’s actually happened, and our dreams have come true! At 2.30 
to-clay planes flew over and dropped pamphlets right into o u r  
compound. The  Nips soon ran in to collect them, but rve managed 
to grab and hide some. We have not  been c>ff%inlly inh-inetl th;it 
the war is over, and we are carrying on as usual, deferring to the 
Japanese, and bowing to them. 

2 3 ~ ~ .  A U G U S T  1945 

Still in ignorance of what is going on in the outside world, the 
Japs persist in saying that  the Lvar is not over. Nevertheless. they i\re 
furnishing the soldiers sick bay with bed chairs, and mosquito nets, 
and substantial amounts of medicine are being issued. Significarit 
in itself, is the fact that the soldiers death list has fallen from ten to 
fifteen daily, to three or four-. 

2 6 T H  A L G I J S T  1945  

The Japanese Commandant has stated his wish to speak to all 
the women in the chapel. We duly gathered there, whereupon he 
said he had good news for us, and solemnly read one of the pam- 
phlets which we of course had seen long before! He then went on 
to say that owing to the wicked bombing by the Americans the 
Japanese had asked for peace, in order to save the lives of millions 
of Japanese women and children, but that the Jap army wished to 
fight on. He was cut off from Tokyo and had received no orders, 
and we were to carry on as usual. A n y  unattached women with a 
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0 friend in the men’s camp, would now be allowed to visit him for 

half an hour. 

To-day seven planes came over, just skimming the roofs of our 
huts, dropping more pamphlets, tooth brushes and powder, which 
were much appreciated after years of cleaning teeth with soot or 
twigs. T h e  *soldiers received shorts, shoes, and blankets with in- 
structions not to appear naked in future! 

J O T H .  A U G U S T  1945 
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.At I 1.30 a.m. today [a] sea-plane dropped twenty parachutes 
with packages attached. One fell outside our hut and was labelled 
‘bread.’ Others contained flour, tinned rabbit, and other meat. 

The goods were collected by the Japs under the supervision of 
Australian Officers who distributed them to the groups of in- 
ternees. All sorts of what we had thought of as luxuries arrived; 
such as sugar, sweets, milk, bundles of clothing, and even fashion 
books! 

The  Tommies already begin to look better, and we women are 
making pillows out of the parachutes, for the sick people. When I 
went over to deliver some of these, I was horrified to see the condi- 
tion of some of the men. I was pretty well hardened to sickness, 
dirt, and disease, but never had I seen anything like this in all my 
years of nursing. Pictures of hospital wards during the Crimean 
War show terrible conditions, but even those could not compare 
with the dreadful sights I p e t  on this visit. 

Shells of men lay on the floor sunken-eyed and helpless; [slome 
were swollen with hunger[,] oedema and beri-beri, others in the 
last stages of dysentery, lay unconscious and dying. They had no 
pillows or clothes, few cups, fewer bowls, or even medical appli- 
ances. 
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The R.C. Sisters immediately started cleaning up, and gave all 

the attention they could. By the end ofthe day they had made some 
improvement, but their task was almost impossible, as there were 
three hundred desperately sick men, many unable to help them- 
selves, or to carry food to their mouths. Throughout our intern- 
ment, we women had begged to be allowed to nurse the soldiers, 
but the Japanese refused our offer, saying that this would be inde- 
cent-. 

One desperately ill soldier called out to me, “Are you from 
London? Please come and talk to me!” All those who were con- 
scious were anxious to talk, and I was very touched when they told 
me that the sight of the ladies had helped them to keep going,- 
when we passed down the road adjacent to the camp, --looking so 
‘clean and cheery.’ This surprised me, for I had often thought that 
they must hate us for looking reasonably well and fairly well 
dressed. 

0 - 
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8 T H  S E P T E M B E R  1945 

A dreadful thing happened yesterday: One of the parachute 
packages broke loose and fell, killing a male internee, who was 
quite young and reasonably fit after his years of imprisonment. 

We have been visited by two enormous Australian colonels 
from the Red Cross in Labuan, who told us that we would soon be 
evacuated to the island, and put  into hospitals. 

9 T H .  S E P T E M B E R  1945  

Yesterday the Tommies gave a concert, which was most enter- 
taining, but also very sad, The  female impersonator should obvi- 
ously have been in bed; the crooner was carried on stage on a 
stretcher; and the leading comedian,-a man of about twenty-five, 
had to be held up to do his turn, which he spoke in a broad Lan- 
cashire accent. Nothing daunted him. Though 6 feec 3 inches in 



height, this man weighed only seven stone. However, he used his 
infirmities as a source of humour; scratching his scabies etc:, and 
grinning from ear to ear. H e  succeeded in being uproariously 
funny! 

T h e  dancer of the team had formerly acted as agent to Miss Ci- 
cely Courtneidge. Me appeared in Barbara's bathing suit, with the 
addition of two half-coconut shells in the appropriate place. 
Though this poor fellow could hardly stand alone, he forced him- 
self to dance. As for the Band Leader,-whose name was Levy,- 
many of the tunes were composed by him, and were very catchy. In 
my opinion he should go far in his profession. (At the moment he 
works as a camp grave digger). 
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I O T H .  S E P T E M B E R  1945 

After the concert last night I went over to the male internees 
compound, to nurse a desperately sick patient,-one of our Gov- 
ernment Officers in North Borneo. Having for over three years as- 
sociated only with women, I felt shy at  meeting so many men, but 
they were all SO kind and helpful,-working under my direction, 
as the patient needed intensive care. 

The  first night passed quickly, but by the morning, I felt ex- 
tremely tired, and found myself unable to sleep the next day, 
Qwing to the noise of aeroplanes. However, I felt happy to be doing 
a job for which I was trained. Unhappily though the patient died 
two nights later, leaving a wife and three small children in AUS- 
tralia. 

I I T H .  SEPTEMBER 1945 

T h e  Army ofoccupation arrived to-day, by air and river. A fine 
and handsome body of Australian men with a few U.S.A. Naval 
personnel. At 5 p.m. they took over the camps officially. 

T h e  [Brigadier] General [Thomas C. Eastick], a large man, 

I 
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d made a speech, which was followed by another one made by an 

American Naval Officer dressed like a fashion plate! Our cheers 
made the .camp rock, and the ceremony was filmed. Then the 
Japanese Icommanderj gave up his sword, and the Union Jack.was 
hoisted. 

IITH. SEPTEMBER 1945 

We have had a Thanksgiving Service conducted by Austr a I '  tan 
Chaplains.5 and when we heard that marvellous word.'Free', all of 
us developed large lumps in our throat, and found if difficult to 
speak-. 

Afterwards our hut was invaded by American and Australian 
soldiers, also press photographers and reporters. They were all un- 
derstanding and jolly, and nearly as excited as ourselves-not hav- 
ing seen European women for some time. 

One of the men [who] had been responsible for dropping the 
bread etcl.] and the first pamphlets [was present], and I managed 
to get him to sign one of them, this paper now being one of my 
cherished possessions. 

Later we were shown the secret radio made by the soldiers in 
their camp, and referred to by the code name of 'Mrs. Harris.' The 
set was made from scraps of corrugated iron and other oddments, 
and the stories of the brave men who operated it, would fill a book. 
It's construction alone, was amazing, and the number of narrow 
escapes when it was in use, and the continual risk of discovery 
must have been a nightmare! 

Life has become hectic, and some of us now could almost wish 
for less excitement and more peace. Troops swarm into out billets 
and stay for hours talking endlessly. Never have I known such 
talkers! We have no privacy, even to change our clothes, and are 
continually being photographed from all angles. Evacuation is 
now in full force, and most of the sick who could be moved,-have 
already left. 
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dom, will be tempered by sorrow at the loss of dear ones, either in 
the air-raids, or overseas. We realise too, that life in England may 
not be very easy now. 

27TH. SEPTEMBER 1 9 4 5  

Yesterday we were suddenly told to prepare for a move, and are 
now aboard the troop ship Mnnunda, being treated as hospital 
cases. There is a certain amount of restlessness among US,but also a 
little pleasurable excitement, partly as romance is in the air, con- 
cerning a young girl froin our can-rp, and ;I boy from the soldiers 
compound. 

Frances, a pretty youngster with a charming disposition,-and 
Bill,-the young man, had exchanged smiles at a distance,-for 
over three and a half years, and recently during a water shortage, 
Frances, (like Rebecca!), had met Bill at  the well, where he too, 
was drawing water, and from then on, they had an ‘understand- 
ing.’ The upshot was that they decided to marry one another while 
on board, so that on landing they would not be separated. 

It  was fortunate that Frances’ parents were on board, and 
though taken by surprise, gave their consent, having taken to their 
future son-in[-]law on very short acquaintance! 

We had a dental mechanic aboard, who cleverly made a wed- 
ding ring from an Australian shilling. Hospital sisters produced a 
wedding dress and a gauze veil, the officers dressed the bride- 
groom and his best man,-borrowed plumes,-and other odd- 
ments, such as shoes and a small trousseau, were provided by the 
rest of the women,-for the bride. 

A simple but impressive service was conducted by the ship’s 
chaplain, during which ‘M. W.’ sang “I’ll Walk Beside You.” This 
was followed by the cake and various toasts, after which the young 
couple departed to begin their honeymoon in the suite of the ship’s 
doctor! I must also add that the nurses aboard provided the brides- 
maids and a guard of honour. 
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2 N D .  O C T O B E R  1 9 4 5  

We disembarked this afternoon at Singapore, and some of us 
were billeted at Raffles Hotel, which like the town,-is very dingy 
and needs painting. It is all so very different from when r was here 
before. The  atmosphere had also changed since the earlier days of 
our release. I think our hosts have become rather bored with US, as 
they are now a little brisk in their manner. We miss our Australian 
friends, who were so good to us. 

I was lucky in being able to get in touch with a doctor friend al- 
most at once; [wle were at University College Hospital together 
during the old days. He is an  Indian, but very pro-British, so natu- 
rally had a very bad time during the Japanese occupation. He  looks 
years older than he actually is, but was delighted to see me again. 

: 

4 T H .  O C T O B E R  1 9 4 5  

I was so pleased to find that I could draw money from my sav- 
ings account at a bank, as more shops are opening daily, though 
prices are fantastic; Ponds Cold Cream is 251- for a small jar, and 
cotton voile 151- a yard. 

I am cheered at receiving three cables from home, and to learn 
that letters from me written after my release, have reached them. 

2 L J R D .  O C T Q R E R  1 9 4 5  

We are now speeding towards England aboard the S.S. Ranchi, 
which is packed with troops and other ex P.0.W.s like ourselves. 
There is a good deal of sadness, as many have lost either husbands 
or wives, and there are even orphans travelling alone. In  our cabin 
there are twelve women,-five of who[m] are returning home as 
widows. 

Our journey home from Singapore was very like that of thou- 
sands of other troops and ex-prisoners. At Port Suez most of us 
were fitted out and given suit-cases etc., in order that we might 
look respectable on our arrival in England. 




	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

