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1. According to Paltridge (2006), spoken discourse displays the same 
features of grammatical intricacy, explicitness, contextualisation and 
organisation as written discourse. Using appropriate examples, explain 
these four features that can be found in spoken discourse. 

[100 marks] 

2. The extract below is taken from a website that publishes essays written 
by Paul Graham (http://www.paulgraham.com/index.html). Analyse the 
different types of context that the writer assumes from his readers. 

[100 marks] 

January 2015 

My father is a mathematician. For most of my childhood he worked for 
Westinghouse, modelling nuclear reactors. 

He was one of those lucky people who know early on what they want to do. When 
you talk to him about his childhood, there's a clear watershed at about age 12, when 
he "got interested in maths." 

He grew up in the small Welsh seacoast town of Pwllheli. As we retraced his walk to 
school on Google Street View, he said that it had been nice growing up in the 
country. 

"Didn't it get boring when you got to be about 15?" I asked. 

"No," he said, "by then I was interested in maths." 

In another conversation he told me that what he really liked was solving problems. 
To me the exercises at the end of each chapter in a math textbook represent work, 
or at best a way to reinforce what you learned in that chapter. To him the problems 
were the reward. The text of each chapter was just some advice about solving them. 
He said that as soon as he got a new textbook he'd immediately work out all the 
problems - to the slight annoyance of his teacher, since the class was supposed to 
work through the book gradually. 
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Few people know so early or so certainly what they want to work on. But talking to 
my father reminded me of a heuristic the rest of us can use. If something that seems 
like work to other people doesn't seem like work to you, that's something you're well 

debugging. It's not something people tend to volunteer; one likes it the way one likes 
popping zits. But you may have to like debugging to like programming, considering 
the degree to which programming consists of it. 

The stranger your tastes seem to other people, the stronger evidence they probably 
are of what you should do. When I was in college I used to write papers for my 
friends. It was quite interesting to write a paper for a class I wasn't taking. Plus they 
were always so relieved. 

It seemed curious that the same task could be painful to one person and pleasant to 
another, but I didn't realize at the time what this imbalance implied, because I wasn't 
looking for it. I didn't realize how hard it can be to decide what you should work on, 
and that you sometimes have to figure it out from subtle clues, like a detective 
solving a case in a mystery novel. So I bet it would help a lot of people to ask 
themselves about this explicitly. What seems like work to other people that doesn't 
seem like work to you? 
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3. Answer [a] and [b]. 

[a] Searle (1969), in his discussion of speech acts, distinguishes 
between direct and indirect speech acts. Explain the differences 
between tile two categories of speech acts. 

[b] Look at the following extract from a conversation in a coffee 
shop. Identify the direct and indirect speech acts used in the 
conversation. 

(In this extractS= sales person and C =customer) 
1. S: Hi. Can I help you? 
2. C: Can I get a grande frappe with vanilla? 
3. S: Did you want that blended or on the rocks? 
4. C: Blended, I guess. 
5. S: 2% or skimmed? 
6. C: Uhm 2% 
7. S: 2% OK. Any whipped cream? 
8. C: Sorry? 
9. S: Did you want whipped cream on that? 
10. C: Yes. 
11. S: Anything else? 
12. C: No, that's it. 

(Source: Bartlett 2006: 338) 

[100 marks] 

4. The Cooperative Principle (Grice, 1975) outlines guiding principles that 
govern cooperative talk and consists of four Maxims of Conversation. 
Using appropriate examples, compare the following: 

[a] Observing and Flouting Maxims 

[b] Flouting and Violating Maxims 
[1 00 marks] 

5. Politeness, as a pragmatic phenomenon, is influenced by situational, 
social and cultural contexts (Cutting, 2002). Discuss the influence of 
each of these contexts on the way that politeness is encoded in 
language. Illustrate your answer with relevant examples. 

[100 marks] 
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