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SYNOPSIS

This academic exercise ia an attempt to study the
short stories written by Abdul Wahab bin Muhammad who is better
known as Awam il Serkam, a prominent writer and a founder member of
Angkatan Sastrawan 50 (ASAS 50) - an organization of Malay writers
of the nineteen fiftiss. The field of study is specifically confined
to his two anthologies of short stories, viz. Putih Mata dan Pucat
Bukan Main and the focus of study is centered on analysing the themes
of the stories listed and also their literary structures. All in all
there are a total of 29 ghort storises in both anthologiesynamely 13 in
Putih Mata and 16 in Pucat Bukan Main, This constitute to only about
a half of a total of about 66 short stories written by Awam during
his writing career which stretched to about 22 years., Hence this book
cannot be considerad as a comprehensive study of Awam's entire short
stories or as an overall judgement of his writing capabilities inspired

by his belief of 'art for society' which he holds till today,

In preparing this book, I have organized it into five
sections. The first chapter presents a brief historical background of
the development of modern Malay short-story writing, from its first
appearence in 1920 up to the present time. This I have diividad into
their various periods namely the period before the sscond World War,
the Japanese Bccupation, the period after the second World War, to
1959, the nineteen sixties and the present. The primary aim of this
section is to reflect the literary situation of short story writing in
Malaysia whereby we can determine where Awam's works can be fitted and

what factors influenced him in his writings,.
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The second chapter is divided into two sectionsj section
A and section Be Chopter IIA is Awam's biography in the first part
and his various fislds of literary contributions in the next. This
chapter provides the necessary information on the writer's background
which may have gresat influence in his works and the second part relates
his contributions towards Malay literature, viz, fiction writing,

poetry and literary criticisms,

Chapter 11B deals with the introduction to the field of

study, ie.e., the two anthologies = Putih Mata and Pucat Bukan Main,.

In this section I have explained briefly the contents of both books
namely the titles of the stories; the media that published them and the

dates of publicatione

The main focus of study is centered in the next tuwo
chapterse In Chapter III we deal with the themes of Awam's short stories
listed in both anthologies, which I have divided into different catagories;
viz, moral and religious, social, education and economy. Besides
elaborating on the themes of the stories concerned, I also took the
opportunity to make some comments on whether they reflect the inspirations
of the author to dedicate it to the concept of 'art for socisty' of which

he was an ardent followere.

The literary structures of the stories listed are mentioned
in Chapter IV, Here I have discussaed them in their five different sections,
namely their plot, characterization, background, writer's view-points and
the style and diction of the writer. UWhera possible ' I also try to

compare the difference or similarities of Awam's style of writing with
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past and contemporary writers, especially concerning contents and

techniques.

The development of short story writing which greatly
influenced Awam during his time plus his accomplishms=nts is concluded
in the last chapter, Here I have made my conclusions after making
brief comments partaining to his invaluable contributions to Malaysian

literature,

While this bock is designed to be helpful as a background
reading for those who wish to study in-depth Awam's complete works,
@specially in his short stories, it is also hoped that it will give
valuable insights into the way members of the ASAS 50 go about
producing their works or contributing towards the Malaysian literary

fiBldo



PRAKATA

Sudah bLanyak diperkatakan tentang Angkatan Sastrawan 50
(ASAS 50} dan kegiatan para anggotanya, baik secara umum mahupun
secara khususe Ini termasuk bebarapa pengkajian sacara ilmiah seperti
yang telah diusahakan oleh Syed Hussein Ali (1959), Abdul Talib
Muhammad Zin (1967) dan Noriyal Hussain (1975/1976), Tetapi masih
kurang dikstemui usaha-usaha untuk mengensngahkan sumbangan-sunoangan
yang telah dibuat oleh enggota angkatan ini secara individu dan secara
manyeluruh sepertimana yang telah dibuat oleh Bakar Yaacob (1955) yang

telah mensliti kagiatan Keris Mas scbagal ssorang cerpenis.

Kita tidak dapat menafikan bahawa banyak sekali jasa
yany telah disumbangkan olsh para anggota ASAS S0 ini terhadap
perkembangan kesusastraan tanahaire Justru itu kita harus bertanya
sandiri, apakah kita mahu melupakannya agar ianya ditelan zaman? Kita
Juga harus menginsafi bahawa kalau dalam tahun-tahun Sﬂqn danulu murska
ini bergerak dengan begitu gigih dan penuh bersemangat tapi kini merexa
kobanyakannya sudah hilang dari medan kesusastraan kita. Jika usaha
mangumpul dan mengkaji karya-karya yang telah dihasilkan mereka ini
tidak dijalankan segera, maka sudah pasti bukan mhaja tokoh-tokoh ini
akan hilang dari perhatian masyarakat tetapi karya-karya merska itu

Juga akan turut dilenyapkan zamane

flaka di atas kesedaran inilah saya cuba untuk meneliti
kurya-karya yang berbentuk cerpen salah seorang daripada anggota Aﬂﬂki‘k;v~
ini yang kini sudahpun beberapa tahun meninggalkan lapangan kesusastraan
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tanahair sscara langsunge Osliau falah Abdul Wahab bin Muhammad yang lebih
terkenal dengan panggilan penanya laitu Avam il Serkam. Saya tumpukan

penelitian kini khususnya terhadap dua buah antologi cerpen beliau iaitu

Putii Mata dan Pucat Sukan Maine

Dalam kajian yang serba kekurangan ini, saya cuba seberapa
dapat membuat penjiuraian dari dua aspek faitu darl segi tema dan strukturg
dengan harapan somoga lanya dapat memberikan serba sedikit kefahaman yang
berfaedah. Sayas monysdari bahava dua bush antologi ini sahaja tidak cukup
untuk menghasilkan pangkajien yan) menyeluruh terhadap kegiatan Awam di bidang
kegusastraan. Dia telah begitu banyak menghasilkan karyssaestra baik yang
barbentuk cerpen mahupun yang berupa puisi dan kritiksastras Namun bsgitu
saya rasa melalui dua buah antologi ini sedikit sebanyak dapat memancarkan
bayangan baqainm Awam manggunakan medan cerpen untuk manonjolkan konsep

'seni untuk masyarskat' yang belisu barpegang teguh hingge kini,

D1 samping itu saya ingin menyampaikan terime kasih yang
tidak terhingga kepada Eneik Shahnon Ahmad yang talah bersusah payah
nangawasi dan memberikan nasihate-nssihat yang berguna dalam usaha
manghasilkan penslitian ini, Juga kepada pihak Perpustakaan Universiti
Sains Malaysia dan pihak Dewan Bahasz dan Pustaka yang tslah memberi
ssgala macam kemudanan untuk soya menggunakan bahan~bahan yang diperlukan,
Akhirnya, terima kasih juga says sampalkan kepada Encik Awam sendiri yang
begitu scnang wemberikan berbagal maklumat, penjelasan dan nasihat serta
pendapat bellau dalam usahs saya untuk menyudahkan penalitian ini, Uglaupun
wawancara saya dengan beliau itu tidak dirakamkan di dalam mﬂlﬁm indy,
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