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1\ L�..)'l'l(ACT •

I�laysian English drR�� is relatively new in this

country, havin� reAlly r,athercd imp�tus on1v in the 1960s

onwards , lor to that, the onLv dr-ema wh i.c h existed apart

from traditional forms was the Ban�:6;1.\lRn, a popular transitional

theatre of the late 19th century. Alinteur productions of

"iestern playa no doubt "lCnt on among t h e British who had ,

beginning from the late 18th century, colonized parts of the

!1alay peninsular. with the comi 'e: of the -Japane o c in 191+1,

Bn�liGh drama was completely prohibited while Bangsawan continued

on a subdued note. Y/hen the British r-e tur ne d aftrr the> war- in

1945, the ae two theatre f'o i-ms were r e i.ns tat o d , 1'/hilo Bangriava n

transited into Sandiwara, a more mo d e rn s+v Le of drama, EngLi sh

drama continued to he in the hanrls of the LritiGh.

IJhen 1"aJ.�?sia obtai n e d Lnde po nde nc e from

Uri tish rule in 1957, t h-e i-e "laB a e t r o nrt do o i.r o , e� po c LaLLy

amonr; the Ln t e Ll.ec t un L elites, to assert their idc'ltity in every

f'Le l d , In theatre, 10c':11 talents fclt t.hat now 110::- th : time to

.., laysiapi ce Enp:lish drana , In 195',1, p C" -Le t e Ly LaLayn i.an

amatcur c;rollp, 'I'h e Li.t o r-arv and 1Jrnl",1.tic flsiociation (LI1)i�A),

was f'ormo d in the LiniverRiti Ilalay c am-vun , In 1<)()(), the

formerly all Dritich La Lnyc i.an ,\rts I'leat r-e C,rcil (lJACG) '·m.s

r:n1'jectcci to a coup d ! e t a t wher ehy � r,rnl1l) o I' t b ea t r-o enthuf'.ial5ts

headed by �ycd Alwi took c orrt r-o L of the ",1101 e grollp. T',e

l.aLny o i.an l)ram3. t_;ouncil, aLeo formed h;y . ll".. t r-e eJ;l�hllsiQsts


