
•

•

NEIGHBOURING INTERACTION - A CQ1.1PARATIVE STUDY OF A

LOWER INCONE AND HIGHER INCOHE RESIDENTIAL AREAS IN KULIH, KEDAH

by

OOI PHAIK SIE\'1

ACADEHIC SESSION 1981/82

ACADEMIC EXERCISE

DEPARTMENT OF GEOGRAPHY

SCHOOL OF HUMANITIES

UNIVERSITI SAINS MALAYSIA

PENANG(198z)

SUPERVISED BY MR. TAN POH KWEE

(This Graduation Exercise Was Submitted

As fulfillment Of Course Requirement leading
To A Degree In Bachelor Of Arts)



- i -

ACKNOWLEDGEHENTS

I wish to extend my deepest gratitude to my supervisor,

Mr. Tan Poh Kwee, whose guidance and valuable insight had

contributed a great deal towards the successfull writing of

this thesis.

My appreciation of thanks also goes to my friends who

had ln one way or the other contributed to the study.

To the respondents in the 2 study areas who gave their

valuable time and information, my heartfelt thanks goes to

them. Without their cooperation this study would not have been

possible.

Finally, to my family whose continued encouragement

and understanding throughout the writing of this thesis meant

more to me than words can describe it.



- ii.a -

ABSTRACT

The class factor, either measured by the level of income,

education or occupation is an important influence on the

individual's behaviour. One of this is his relationship with

neighbours. �he class factor is said to determine the extent

and scope of neighbourliness to the extent that in certain

neighbourhoods, there was virtually no contact among neighbours.
This thesis was an attempt to see how status differentiation

influenced neighbouring interaction. It was aimed at comparing
the interaction patterns of 2 residential areas in Kulim, Kedah

whose background differed in terms of income, educational level

and occupation. The main finding of the study was, in the lower

income residential area, neighbouring interaction was high but

in the higher income residential area, neighbouring interaction

was lacking. The study further showed that apart from the

variables of income and education, other variables had influenced

neighbouring interaction.

For further discus�ion this report was divided into 5

chapters. Chapter One was concerned with the literature survey,

aims and objectives, methodology and a brief outline of the

study areas. Chapter Two gave a detailed account of the

respondents' background with reference to age, race, religion,

income, etcetra. Chapter Three dealt with the findings on

neighbouring interaction in the 2 study areas in relation to

income, education and sex. �his was followed by Chapter Four

which was concerned mainly with findings on inter-ethnic and

intra-ethnic neighbouring interaction in the 2 study areas.

Finally, the conclusion to the whole study was presented in

Chapter Five which further included suggestions for future

research.


