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Walter Lippmann

-

A free press is not a privilege but an
organic necessity in a great society.

I .
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Untu s siapa ya a hoar bebasmempercayai satu

nlial-nllaL demokrasi, mereKa patut memberi perbatlan kepada

Keadaan yang tidaK sihat dalam profesyen ewartawanan itu

Suatu sistem dernokrasi amat bergantung kepa a satu a nbar ebas

yang berta 9 ungjawa Sebua ak aL ya 9 bertanggungjawab a�an

menahan ha k+h a l pern dcanya. Ia akan memberi rna luma -maklumat

penuh k epa da embacanya tanpa berat sebelan kepada mana-mana

pihak, erutama se d i dalam ai-hal

yang pen ing alam sistem dernokrasi�

ili anraya, iaitu satu ciri

Jadi,
.

har a p a n x a ian

untu lain-lain ka]l.a

penyel id ik- pe nye Li d i, yan 9

ini boleh diguna an sebagai sa�u asas

ya 9 lebih lanjut lagi. Semungkinnya,

ser ions bole mem er� perhat1an mereKa

ke pa d a t op i, �ete asan ak a � di negara kita. laltu. satu topi

yang jar ang da a ]iKan.

dar:
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CHAPTER ONE

I TRODUCTION

Informat'O:1 We need informat1on for1S ssential to us.

dec�s�on making from day to day. The press, nose func 10 1S LO

pu the intormati n i our hands, t be effective, should su ply

the informatio regardless ot pdrty affiliation or self interest�

Whe a ne spa per f 110 5 a par y 11ne, its function of serv ng

e public also cease as i� 15 no longer able to provide an

accurate, obJective, fair a d alanced account of the e�s to lLs

readers. A social responsible press see�s to serve his read rs,

ot his own self in erest and not th government H1S

respon�ibility 1S to interpre the news this r ad rs and to

prov�de a forum ot deba e or iscussi n so t at his readers ill

be able to get access to 11 divergent views and ormu1ate the1r

ovn v i.e points.

Robert M Hutchins who �ad d he Com ission on th Freedom of

mid-1940s i united Sates said# t e

trut ful,

he Pres the

is to provide "aof['esp nsibility

co mp re he ns.i ve I

the press

a d intellige account of the days even 1

context which gives them me 1ng": to s rve as "a forum for the

excha ge of c mment an cr1 1CLsm, to give a represe atl..ve

a
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pict re ot the cons itu t groups n sOcLety; to elp in t e

pcesen ati and clarit�catio of gals and values of society

an to provi e f ul access 0 t h e days intellige t." 1

I lS also the resp sibili�y f th press to act as a ate dog

of the government, to sound the alarm when t e people s r�ght have

bee intringed� Ho eveL t e pr ss cannot perform his

respons� ility e1 �f in �tead 0 wa_ch� g, he is ein wa ched.

Thus, the responsib'lity of the press an freedom ot the press

encompasses each other The press caQQQi perform its

responsioi11ty Lt there �s 0 free press There's no fr edom of

the press 1i the press gQ_Qol exerC1se its respons�b1lLty.

ROy A oberts, the President of the Kansas City star, in his

Sevent ann al Willi m lie h'te emorial Lec ure on Feb 10,

1956, co eluded that responslbili y of the press is "ndivi lble

from he freedom of the press. He reduced them to simple term,

which mean ruth 1n the news ha tempered wl+h mercy, ecency

and hum1lity; a truth that m ans n0� beln controlle or unduly

influenced eit er by bLg nUSl ess, big labour or big governme.t. A

truth hich encompasses telling fa1rly and �ntellige tly what the

news means. A ruth w 1C oes no s vishly follow ei her a paLty

line, or an econOID1C cult A trut w ich encompass hatred of

intole�ance nd vppre S10. A rut which is dedicated to h1gh

ideals, cornmunLty service and a tiLst bligatlo to is Leader's

right to k ow. That is t e f1rst e eLn 1 job and respo sLbility. 2



PAG 3

Accor ing to t e Ca n

Newspaper Editors, "Freedom

t Journal�srn, American Society

ot he press is a v�tal rig t

manl ind� 't is �he un uest�ona Ie rig t to discuss wnatever is not

explicitly tor id en y law, includin ne isdom of any

res t r i.ct Lv e statute. It 3

onvention on Human Hi t, Art1cleT e European 10, says

"Everyone ha� t e rig t to fr e am of express'on� Thl.S r1ght shall

include freedom to hold opin�ons and to rece�ve and impart

informa 10 a d ideas without in erference y public authori y

he exercise of t es freed m may e suhject to restr�ctions as

are pre scr i be r b y 1 awad are n ec e s s aryin a demoe rat i c soc 1. e t y ,

foe the protecti n of reputation or r�ghts of others, or for

maintaining the authority and .i np a rt i.aLi.t.y of the judiciary." 4

f ex pression,Freedom the fundamental human right is a

universal concep. It applies not only to he citizens ot the

developed countries, bu also to the cl.tizens of the develop.l.ng

co un t r ie s ,

The above i f rIDat�on is v1tal to tne understanding of my

study. The stu y al.med to find out t e partisanshi of the local

natio a1 n spaFers dnd the im lication at he f1.ndl.ngs ere

discussed 1.0 relatio to the social respons1bility of the cess.

Before I conceptuali ed my study, I was spurred by some

statements made by Mr. L1m K1t SLang, from the Democra ic Action

of

ot
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Party an 0 pos tion party), �n his book, ii��_�Qillb§_b�__�b�y§!�,

"The 1978 general elections as the most nusual general elec a oa s

.

t appeared 1:0for elec�.Lo issues Everyday,e a

Malaysians read in the press e fa1ry tales and fictions churned

o t y the [at�onal Front pop ganda mills to attac the DAP a d

discre it DiP leaders ••
"

"The Natio al ront su pressed he e great na ional issues by

the ban on rallies nd co trol of he mass media. As a resul , th

DAP foand it virt a ly Lmposslhle to ra�se, let alone crystallise

issues in the election campaign." 5

Mr. Lim further allege that

hand-i - 910 ve wi tb t e ational Front

0 t e ill st trivial an frivolous

blackin out DA.p news and ae ivitl.es

par aqr ap s. 6

y glovln great prominence

Barisan statements while

r disIDLssed them in a few

y in teres 1 Les r n f i, ding out I hether Mr Lim's ac c us a t i o n is

�rae or hether, lt is a groundless accusation base n emoti n.


