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A) INTRODUCTION
TOGENTRAL COMMANTS ON Pl FISHTEN" INY STRY IN MA AYSL' coday-

The total »huwber of fishermen in M'sia is 90,000 -nd bhere is
additisnal 3000 to 4000 ungmp oyed each yvear in th* Cislidne; trade ene
Mear. it is important to WHTe tirat their stindard of liviuy is * o
since I250s and their impoverished conditions are :;jencrally incre-:so .
One very =wzood eviience is that todnyv one is not w1Pa1¢T Ay wltd gaads of
inshore fishiégrmen 1iryrating in search of more 'vianble! nong ol Livvelil-

ood or joined the land development scihemes.Othors dive-rsify into nartsian
jobs,working in constrmction stas,ferryinsg passen ers and car mes wiicle
a substantial porportion were absorbed Ly the factorLes and hotel
industriessAll these are not uncommon in Penang fishin: industiv, ‘cace
such is the bac:jround of the Ti.:ings act vitics in the countiy.
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ii ;GENTRAL PURPOSE O THIS RESTANCH:

Mrstly,it is to meet the course requirement of TCeosraviy tciiocd-
ologye.It aims at providing ‘‘eorrapiy meajors some training in fieldwor:
and some valuable experience in preparing, formulating aquesiinnn~ires,
conduct interviews,process and analyse datas {manual oz compitterias hu)
all which in general complecments the theoretical aspects of th econwsme,

Secondly, the topic on fighin; is chegsen bv‘nu“e it s git irnpoerkant
econmic activity in !Malaysia in terms of the ruaber of population
involved ,the provision of the nation's major source of rotein . @ oll
as the very little experience wmajority of us have with the [Cighin-:
villazcs prompt in the upper part of West Coast(Pulau lebana, uala Joru
Zuala Xedah,Pulau Aman,Batu launs and Teluk Tempoyvalk)has exposc:d s Lo
so0 many of their problems,Besides,the fhicshing ind-stry in Peanan: i=
shori of litérature,This impels us te find out more about +  Tiglhing
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Industry esp cially it’'s precent status and poteutial 'vi-blity' Yot
it can be seen later that our anayvlsis may lac': in denth evaluaciosn due
to several coastraints e. . we ¢ afilord to.study only t&ree vk nooe
out of the total list 33 wvillapges in Penan' . Despite everybthin:, the rocess
of findin-+ out about it,however shallow,hns helpad aalihiten s on the
problems and the viablity of the Ffiahermen nov in reneral bot hn fhe
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studied areas and perhaps this can nrammt us o an’te "o ther #e el an
the subject in other arens as well in Tuiure
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