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PRIFACE

The main idea of writing this acadenic exerdise is to
fulfill the reguirerm-ats 28 a commulsory papery Practicum on lLoecal
Historieal Problems of Malaysia, for final yeur hiﬁtéty students,
The first paprt of the exercise deals briefly with the history of the
Penang City Council until 1966, The second part deals with the
discussion on the objectives of the loenl government, and the aim
is %0 asquaint the readers with the structure of the loecal governe
ment so thet the readers could uwndersiand the purpose of looal
government in Malaysia, The third and the fourth parids deal ros
pectively with the evaluation of the funcition of the City Council
of Georze Town, Pencng ond moke recommendations for reforme in
the Councilye which would likely be beneficial 4o the publice. The
Final part puts the question %o the readers whether we should main-
$ain democracy at loezl level and at the same discussion is briefly
given on the position of democracy found in Mzlaysion Society,

The readers are t0 note that the opinion given in this
exereize im the writerts and any defects would be the responsibility
of the writer.

Mot lagin Awongs
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‘ The sifnificonce and life of Penang Gity Council dated back as
early as 1300 when a Commitiee of Assessors was elected from among the
gitizens of Geowrge Towns The task of the Committes was 4o take chorge of
sanitotion, clecnsing and lay out of the toun in 2 manner most suitable
the requirement of the inhabitanta;cl} The birth of the ﬁemmittee of
sessors was importont in the light of increasing pomulation as 2 resuld
influx of immigyante after the Zast India Company founded Penang in

+ By the year 1792 the ibhabitants was gaid to nunbsr ten thousand
crovided the ill~drained and awampy ayes around the harbour where many
of the fevurﬁcz) !

, The Committoe of Assemzors was appointed by the people with the
coption of the Chairmon who wes nominated by the government, As far as
e Committes wos concerned it had no legal recognition until 1872 when the
‘rnment@ by Regulation lioe 1y accorded the Commitiee its official recos-
ns 1ts jurisdiction eabwoced the whole of Penang Island, Changes
took place toverd this direction had links with the ohonges taking
e in Zngland.The passing of the Reform BL1l of 1832 were followed by
wr reforms, one of which wasg the Nunicipal Corporation Act of 1335,
owing the Municipal Corporation Act of 1835, Act No, X1l was pasced on
» April 1839 which revenled the Repulation of 1827, applying to George
n, Singapore and Malaceay within its Municipal limits, the assessement
taxy, the collection of revenue and the objectives of the expenditure,
ver this Aet did not give way far the estoblichment of the Muniecipal
incily

Gommissian of Unouiry %o Encuire into the Affairs of the City Counnil
of Gearﬁﬁ Pown, Penang, 3lst. Decenber, 1950 up to 30the June, 1966,
“Pazd 1 of the Report of the Commission; Page 8, o
Penong, Pash end Presonty 1706 = 1963, Page 1. 5
The fovernment of Bengale



:&C There wae a concern over the diseatisfaction of the 1839 Acts It was
seeded by the Draft Municipal Act of 1846 which Yook effect on March 25%h
380

One obvious feature of the Agt of 1846 wae ite extensive administrow
‘embraoing the whole of Penong which attributed to ite inefficiency.
icism over %this 1na£fi¢ian¢y wag levied ngainst the Bastd Indis Companys
seouent Acts were passed ag an attompt $o improve the administrotion of
nenge  The attempt towsrd this ondy came o forth with the Act Noo XXV11
1856 which provided for the apvointment of Municipel Commissioners who

1 definite dutiee $o0 nerform and power o levy asssessements for the pure
3¢ of carpying out those functions ae the apkesp of roads ond buildings.
Honicipel Committee was recosnized in 1857 by the Indion povernment,

& yoar 1857 has been regarded o8 a landmavk in the foundation of Penung
cal Governments Dlements of democracy wers introduced with the first
tions held in December, 1857. A4ttenpbe toward this step met with failure,
1 voters troubled $o register snd fouwer had any nokion of what they were

g(l)' Blections were viewed a8 & requirement o fulfill the Act and

B s sotling i fust velom 40 siowse The pibile Intarad il

However the working of the Municipal Council wap not ne efficient as
red, This was due t0 the fagt thot Penung was under the control of the
ian Governmente 411 the toxes 2nd rules 1nid down wers illegal and had
r been gonctioned by the government im Bengal, Before the traonsfer of
Pice, the Commissioner gollscted revenue om =1l Penang, but svent only on
e Towne After the transfer of powsr, situstion chanmped in 1886, when
Committeo appointed by Governor Weld was chargsed with the task of prow
ring Draft Bill for seperating George Town administration from the adw-
istration of the countryside. By this Draft Bill it simplified thé

tem of collecting the municipal revenue, The mmieipality then coticen
ed on its defined scope of responsibilitye. Althoush there was a seperate

@

(1) Op, Cite Page 19
‘ Ibi@kPage 19




o B e

j1*&3:::15.:15.E!:bra:l:i.ve function between the town and the countryside, the munici-
ity still lacked its efficient zdministrative mechinery to cope with

s works For example, in 1890 the editor of the Penang Gazetie made eri-
ism to the municipal administration which vead, "The town ig nob so

1thy as it was, OClosely »s the commission watch expenditure and devise
:%ry_means for guarding erntravagansza, they are caréless of public health.”

- The municipal then became more sensitive 4o public pressure when the
iret election was held in 1957 The responsibility which had been imposed
the shoulders of tﬁé Hunicipal Commissioners was tronsfered to thé new
:'eted council, With its first elections, the municipality of George Town

s run more and more on democratic structure until it was taken by the
ef Minister of Penang in 1966, ' '
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