
Speech by the Honourable Chief Minister, Penang, at the
State Government Dinner to ASEAN Journalists and the
National Union of Journalists of Malaysia Officials to
be held at the Wisma Persekutuan on Friday, 11th June,

1976· at 8000 pomo

Senior Journalists from Indonesia, Philippines, Thailand,
?ingapore and Malaysia,

Officials of the National Union of Journalists, Malaysia,
Distinguished Guests,
Ladies and Gentlemen~

It gives me great pleasure to welcome to Penang the

Journalists attending the First Annual Conference of ' t h e Con-

federation of ASEAN Journalists in Kuala Lumpur which was opened

by the Honourable Pri'me Minister of Malaysia, YoAo BoDatuk Hussein

Onn, recentlyo

It is refreshing to note ~hat your hosts, ' the National

Union of Journalists, Malaysia, have made arrangements for you to

visit certain selected places in the country, including Penang

in between your deliberations at the Conferenceo This will give

you an opportunity to see some of our scenic spots and our way of
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life, make -ne w acquaintances and ge r to know better the people of

this countryo We in Penang take great pride in welcoming tourists

from abroad and we are doing our best to promote tourism in our

State through our Government Agency? the State Development
", \ .

Corporation in conjunction with th e private sect~r and the Presso

In every democ.catic country in the world the Press

has an important role to play in social economic developmento

A free press can truly present to th e peopl e of, our countries

-t h e events that are taking place in such a manner that they can

become more aware of changes as th~y ~ome and thus be more

e n l i g h t e n e d on the ro~es that they will have to play in our sooietyo

The, Press by way of, editorials and of responsible coverage and

reflection of public opinions and e~ents provide us with food for

thought and a healthy system of checks and balances which serve
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the interests of good Government ~nd of an enlightened general

publico
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