SPEECH BY THE HON'BLE CHIEF MINISTER, PENANG
AT THE LAUNCHING OF 'PASAR SENI' PENANG AT
'~ THE YOUTH PARK ON 8TH. AUGUST 1976 AT 10.AM

Director of Culture, Ministry of Culture, Youth and Sports Malaysia,
Chairman of Administrative Committee of Pasar Seni Penang,
Distinguished Guests, '

Heads of Departments,

Ladies and Gentlemen.

IE gives me great pleaéure to attend this colourful ceremony
to mark the launching of Pasér_Seni? Pulau, Pinangs:. This 1s:a
project which is organised py fhe~Debartment of Ctlture, YoUTh
and Sports in Ehe State of Penang. This Pasar Seni is the second
project of its kind to be organised in Malaysia by the Ministry
of Culture, Youth and Sports, The first Pasar .Seni has been
established iﬁ Jalan Belanda, Kuala Lumpur since February 1975.

would like'to thank the_Ministry of Culture, Youth and Sports
for.having chosen Pulau Pinang as the second site to establish
the Pasar Seni.

2 With the establishment of the Pasar Seni as a weekly

event 1n our State, I hope that the State of Penang will be able
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to play a more importan# role as a centre for the development and
;romotion>of a truly Méléysian national culture. Apart from this
objective of the Pasar Seni to promote our naticnal culture, it
will also be able to stimulaté and encourage our citizens with
special télénts in the various media such as the graphic art,
ohotography, handicfaft, music, poetry and literature to find
e@xpressions %or their ndtuggl cépabilities.
3e he Weekly holding of the Pasar Seni will further provide
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talented and creatiye people in our community with a
greater opﬁortunity to meet and to discuss and exchange their
views and expressﬁons in theif an‘fields of artistic‘expressionsp
At the séme time, they.willbbe able to dem§nstrate,their.work at
the Pésar Senl so that our éitizens_and visitors to Fhe,State of
Fenang will have the opportunity to appreciate what,they are.
doing ana also to.confribute.towards further development.

Zurally, we also hOpemthat the development of such a centre in

e na will not only stimulate the further development of the
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rﬂative.and artISticftalent'in:our State‘but also in our
hclghbourlng“states and throughout the whole of. Malay51aog

4, I have personally ‘observed- that gene;ally_speaklng, the
artists in any community, those with an artistic”bgntfin any.
community and in fact, also the reaction of the communities to
'theiaft£Sts in'outgmidst seem to fal} into two basichcatégories,‘
From the artistis p01nt of v1ew, there are those Who reach‘out
for expre551on as an 1nd1v1dual form of development, Sometimes,
the unbrldled development of individual talent can become a l
llttle blt exhortatlve, with little releVance tothe role of
the artists in society, and even become too advanced. bThe‘
tcndency then would be for such artlsts to become 'lwng halred
or pecullar spec1al groups' It is the reactlon of ‘the general
public towards thlS groop of artists to frequently assume an ‘
unnatural re 1atlonsh1p. On the othcr hand _the second graup

whose life style are more truly relcvant and pertlnent with
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the life style prevalent in the communities and their talents
are directed much more clearly towards fulfllllng Ehe total <
asolratlons and e edmiia communlty express1on which the
gener al publlc has’but not able to express. The tendency then
is ' for “the communlty £C be able to work together much more |
closely with this type af artistic development. |
5. T 'hope that the Pasar Seni will notibecome a 'Woodstock'
or a hippie gatherlng for the long-halrtd Just (563 exhlblt
their Tohg halr But that thlS Pasar Senl will develop a Vvery
strong communlty consc1ousness w1th a dedlcatlon to promﬂte
national unity through tne'expre551ons of the art.
By e artlsts in any communlty are an 1mportant factor
invdbveloplng g DEEter quallty of llfe for the commun.l ty. For
many years now, the State Government of Penang have been_.
promoting and a551st1ng thOSe 1n‘our tommunlty with spec1a1

lantS 1n the artlatlc and creative flelds.b I hope that

1

e estaollshment of Pasar Seni will qlV"h them a new avenue
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for public expressions and exhibition.

~J

o I am confident that those who participate in the Pasar

Seni are fully conscious of our role in developing national

unity and integrating our multi-racial society with the objective

of creating a Malaysian identity of our own through the arts. Then
the Pasar Seni will become a suacessful and permanent feature in

our way of life. The 3tate of Penang has developed a truly national
industrial sector and together with the increasing development of
tourism in the State, our-exhibitors at the Pasar Seni must be aware
of the fact that the standard .they strive for must also be competitive
internationally. The record of achievements of our creative artists
in the State makes me feel confident that not only will the
exhibitors at the Pasar Seni contribute greatly towards the develop-
ment of a national cultural expression which can unite our multi-
racial society into a truly Malaysian society but the standard of

achievement will also become internationally acceptable. I hope
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that the participants as well as the supportors of Pasar Seni will
keep to this objective of stimulating a creative and artistic
field of endeavour in our State as well as to ensure that those who
are so engaged will reach out for standards that are socially
and internationally acceptable. I would like once again to thank
and congratulate the Organising Committee for their haed work to
make the Pasar Seni a success. Their choice of locating the Pasar
Seni at the Youth Park enhances the development of the Youth Park
into an area truly for the youth of the state for purposes of
sport and cultural activities..
8o I now have great pleasure to declare the Pasar Seni

of ficially open.
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