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PROMISING 
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WOMAN ENTREPRENEUR 

by Intan Osman (Mrs) 

Introduction 

In Malaysia, publicity on women's 
affairs has became widespread. Women are 
receiving accolades for their distinguished 
performances in academic, education, and 
enterprise. Because of their contribution to 
Malaysia's development in their own fields, 
they are recognised as role models, helping 
other women to achieve the same (Malaysia: 
Management Times, February 1995). Six 
other Malaysian women have been profiled 
together with other 36 outstanding women 
entrepreneurs in a new publication, Breaking 
Barriers: Businesswomen of Southeast Asia. 
These women represent diverse sectors and 
types of work in seven Southeast Asian 
countries. Their commori trait is that they are 
successful in the mainstream of economic life 
(Woman, New Straits Time, June 1995). 
Entrepreneurship is the key factor exhibited by 
these women. What makes them become 
successful entrepreneurs and businesswomen? 

Perhaps the qualities demonstrated by 
some of Malaysian women and other model 
women entrepreneurs from other countries are 
the basis of entrepreneurial development. The 
importance of entrepreneurial development to 
Malaysia has been studied via women 
development policies. Malaysia a developing 
country is fully dependent on her resources 
especially human expertise and skills to 
achieve her New Economic Policy. One of its 
objectives in improving the status of women is 
to put their participation in economic, social 
and political development at par with men. 
Since women make up 50% of the total 
population (18.18 million in 1990), policies 
and opportunities are being created to realise 
women's potential one of them being 
entrepreneurship. (I991 Projection) 

The paper will outline the framework 
of women's' development vis-a.-vis the needs 

to Improve their status economically and 
socially. Entrepreneurial development is a 
chosen agenda as it represents economic and 
social activities. Also current developments in 
the field of women entrepreneurial activities 
may suggest that there is a conscious effort 
from policy providers, and organisersto 
encourage women to become successful' 
entrepreneurs 

Secondly, a broad definition by few of 
authors on entrepreneurs and entrepreneurship 
is employed to provide a conceptual 
interpretation of someone who is considered 
as an entrepreneur and demonstrates 
entrepreneurship qualities. 

There is a relationship between 
entrepreneurial development and the above 
definition. In this context, the writer will 
emphasise the behaviour of women who are 
developing and have develop~d qualities as 
entrepreneurs. . 

A section on women entrepreneurs In. 

Malaysia introduces the scenario of 
entrepreneurial development in the country, as 
a basis of equal opportunities for men and 
women to participate in education and 
employment sectors. One aspect of Malaysia's 
national policy is geared towards women's 
development. Women organizations and other 
support agencies are partly responsible in 
developing women's needs and propagating 
their entrepreneurial activities. 

Some of the studies on entrepreneurial 
entry and development highlight global 
findings of intervening factors that influence 
women to become entrepreneurs. Some of the 
factors are social and culture based. In 
Malaysia, several studies were conducted. 
One of them has been highlighted for its 
sampling and findings. Although it is a 
preliminary study, it has highlighted several 
pertinent factors that motivate and reinforce 
women's ability and aspirations to develop 
themselves in entrepreneurship. Current and 
projected entrepreneurial qualities point to 
success formulae that some of Malaysian 
women entrepreneurs advocate and would like 
to share with other women who want to 
achieve the same level of entrepreneurship. 
Their profiles are sourced out from popular 




























