4 September 2008
V-C: Great birthday gift for university

PUTRAJAYA: Universiti Sains Malaysia (USM) is grateful for any additional help towards becoming the first Malaysian university to attain world-class status.

“It is a good birthday present as USM is turning 40 next year,” said its vice-chancellor Prof Tan Sri Dzulkifli Abdul Razak of the government's decision to grant USM apex status.

He added that the university’s transformation plan was put in place six years ago.

Prof Dzulkifli added that the university planned to use its autonomy to improve three critical areas – talent, resources and governance.

“We would like to have our own charter like other autonomous universities,” he said.

In terms of funding, Prof Dzulkifli said USM has asked for an additional RM830mil for 2009–2013.

UM vice-chancellor Datuk Rafiah Salim congratulated USM on its achievement.

“Of course, we are disappointed not to be chosen based on our track record of transforming UM to become the top-ranked local university within two years.”

However, she said, UM will continue with its transformation plan, “with or without apex status”.

