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[6] Col. Lee said this should not imply that the Alliance, if it won the elections, would be
bound to amend the Education Ordinance and the White Paper. He suggested that the Alliance
could only consider the question, as there would be other parties in the future Council holding
different views on the matter.

[7] Sir Cheng-lock said that, at his last meeting with the High Commissioner, the latter
mentioned that there was only one word ('replace') in the Ordinance which might be undesirable
to the Chinese. The High Commissioner was prepared to consider deletion of that word.

[8] Mr. Lim Lian Geok said that there was no question that the Ordinance threatened the
existence of Chinese schools, as there was provision there to replace Chinese schools with
national schools and to withdraw grants-in-aid to Chinese schools (Sections 18 to 20). This must
be corrected through legal procedure.

[9] The meeting agreed that if there were provisions in the Education Ordinance and the
White Paper which threatened the existence of Chinese schools, the Alliance should consider
amending them, but the proper time to do that would be after the Alliance came to power.

[10] Tengku Abdul Rahman further stated that while he, in principle, did not dispute that
Chinese schools should be allowed to open new classes, as mentioned in the statement by the
teachers, he would like to know approximately how much recurrent expenditure this would
entail.

[11] Mr. Wen replied that both the managers and the teachers had an informal discussion
yesterday and that they agreed that the Chinese schools would require in 1955 an extra sum of
two million dollars to allow normal expansion and increase of salaries - one million for primary
schools, and another million for secondary schools.

[12] Sir Cheng-lock said that the High Commissioner, in a letter to him, mentioned that
Government was spending on Chinese pupils studying in both "English and Chinese schools
$13650 per capita. This was higher that what the Malay pupils were costing the Government.
The argument, however, was that Chinese education should be separated from English education.

[13] Mr. Wen pointed out that the figure quoted by the High Commissioner did not tally with
that quoted by the Member for Education, and it was not known which figure was right, if right
at all.

[14] Mr. Lim Lian Geok said that if the figure of $136.50 per capita quoted by the High
Commissioner was right, then the expenditure in 1955 on the education of Chinese in both
English and Chinese schools (numbering in all 330,000 i.e. 70,000 in English schools and
260,000 in Chinese schools), would be about forty-five million dollars. But only about five
million dollars had been earmarked for 260,000 pupils in Chinese schools in the Federal budget
for 1955, and it was clear that most of the remaining forty million would go to the 70,000
Chinese students in English schools. He questioned the justice of this.
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[15] Dr. Ismail asked if, by increasing the grant by two million dollars to Chinese schools, it
would mean that the Government should reduce the expenditure on educating Chinese pupils in
English schools?

[16] Tengku Abdul Rahman stated that this would complicate the issue. Two million dollars
were comparatively a small sum and the Alliance should be able to give favourable consideration
to this request.

[17] Mr. Wen pointed out that even if this were additional to what was already given, it would
work out only at a few additional dollars extra per capita.

[18] The meeting was generally of the opinion that the extra two million dollars as recurrent
expenditure for Chinese schools should be considered favourably.

[19] Tengku Abdul Rahman read out the following sentence from the written statement of the
teachers: 'If Malaya is an independent country, the first language should be Malay and the
second should be Chinese.'

[20] This, Tengku stated, would imply that Chinese would be one of the official languages in
this country. He could not agree to this as he thought the people, especially the Malays, were not
ready for it. The UMNO, of which he was the President, must abide by the wishes of the Malay
people. He could not go against the people, even if he were in sympathy with the request.

[21] Others present joined the Tengku by stating that our political enemies were watching the
Alliance carefully in this matter and trying to make use of this as a weapon to break up the
Alliance. Already it was alleged that Malays (UMNO) has been bought over by the Chinese.

[22] The teachers were urged to realize that the large majority of the voters in this country
were Malays, and nobody could afford to go against their wishes.

[23] Mr. Lim replied by saying that judging from the number of people using the Malay and
Chinese languages as means of communication, it would not be wrong to say that Malay was the
first language and Chinese was the second language. However, the Chinese teachers did not, in
the least, wish to jeopardize the Alliance's chances of winning the elections. In this matter, the
teachers would listen to the advice of their leader, Sir Cheng-lock, who had urged that the
question of official languages be shelved.

[24] At this point, Inche Aziz formally suggested that Chinese teachers should give an
assurance that the question of Chinese becoming one of the official languages would not be
brought up again until after the Federal Elections.
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[25] Mr. Lim Lian Geok, on behalf of the teachers, stated that in view of the assurances given
by the Tengku earlier in the meeting, Chinese teachers would give the assurance asked for by
Inche Aziz. But he, in tum, wanted an assurance that the Alliance, in its election platfonn, would
specifically state that the existence and development of Chinese schools would not be
jeopardized. Tengku Abdul Rahman stated that in view of possible misgivings which might arise
out of this, he would only recommend mentioning in the Alliance platform that the educational
policy based on the White Paper (which was, in tum, based on the Education Ordinance, 1952)
would be re-examined. The Chinese teachers must have confidence that he would carry out what
he promised. Furthermore, there were so many of the Allieance Round-table members present,
and they, too, had agreed to what he said.

[26] Col. Lee suggested th~t the Alliance could mention in the platform that it would not be
the Alliance's policy to destroy the schools, language and culture of any race. The meeting
agreed.

[27] The teachers and managers were satisfied with this, having been first assured that
Chinese schools would be allowed normal development within the limits of finance.

[28] Col. Lee mentioned that in the view of the Government, it would not be appropriate to
place the Chinese Education Central Committee under the MCA, which is a political party. If the
Government were to consult the MCA on educational matters, it would also have to consult other
political parties.

[29] Mr. Leong Yew Koh stated that as Chinese education was a matter which affected
Chinese community, the MCA should deal with Chinese education in accordance with the
objects of the Association. There was nothing to stop Government from consulting anybody or
any parties if it so wished.

[30] Mr. Wen explained that Chinese education, as distinct from Malay education, needed
protection by the Chinese themselves. The Chinese must present a united front in view of the
danger facing Chinese schools. Chinese education was the heart of the Chinese community, and
for this reason, the MCA must not, and could not, avoid the issue. The MCA needed the support
qf Chinese education circles as much as the latter needed the support of the MeA.

[31] Mr. Leong Yew Koh enquired as to why the managers and the teachers carried on
separate negotiations with Government. This should be the sole responsibility of the Central
Education Committee.
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[32] Mr. Wen explained that this was done as a follow-up action of the negotiation between
Sir Cheng-lock and the High Commissioner. Actually both the managers and the teachers were
not empowered to negotiate with the Director of Education. They were merely asked to hear
what he had to say; They must report back to the Central Education Committee for necessary
decision.

[33] The meeting terminated at 6.30 p.m.

*********

DOKUMEN D2

Extract from 'Merdeka within Four Years' - Alliance Election
Manifesto for the 1955 Federal Election

Education

1. The Alliance policy in regard to Education, briefly, will be:

[a] To give top priority to Education in general;
[b] To reorientate Education to a Malayan outloock;
[c] To increase literacy;
[d] To increase education facilities including the building of schools of a utilitarian

rather than luxurious type and the introduction of morning and afternoon
sessions in more schools;

[e] To expand the establishment of secondary modern schools and vocational
schools;

[fJ To give financial assistance to Muslim religious schools in appropriate cases;
[g] To allow the vernacular schools their normal expansion;
[h] To encourage rather than destroy the schools, language or culture of any race

living in the country;
[i] To re-examine the Education Ordinance 1952 and the Federal Legislative

Council Paper No. 67 of 1954 on Education;
[;] To review the provisions of the Business Licensing and Registration Ordinance

which was enacted to finance Education;
[k] To train more teachers locally;
[I] To provide free primary education as soon as possible.
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2. The Alliance policy is to establish a type of national school that will be acceptable to the
people of Malaya and will meet with their needs in promoting their cultural, economic,
social and political development as a Nation, so as to facilitate the fulfilment of the
Alliance aim to adopt Malay as the National language of the country.

3. The Alliance is convinced that the introduction of National School features into
vernacular schools as envisaged in the Federal Legislative Council Paper No. 67 of 1954
is not acceptable to the people.

Malayanization

4. As already stated, one of the cardinal points of the Alliance educational policy is to
reorientate Education to a Malayan outlook.

5. The Alliance considers that the standardization of textbooks is most important.
Textbooks similar in substance with Malayan outlook should be produced in all the
languages used in the country, i.e. English, Malay, Chinese and Tamil. Our children
should be taught to think as Malayans.

6. Every encouragement should be given to extra-curricular activities, such as Boy
Scouting, Girl Guiding, Cadet Corps, etc., to provide the opportunity for the children of
all races to mix freely and grow up in friendship. Inter-school meetings will be a great
help in this matter.

Scholarships

7. As a general principle, Federal scholarships should be centrally controlled. Scholarships
should be awarded for studies abroad, for studies in our own schools and Universities,
and for post-graduate studies abroad. Bursaries and other assistance will be provided for
deserving and needy students.

Private or Ra'ayat Schools

8. Every encouragement will be given to private or ra'ayat schools run by voluntary bodies,
religious bodies and public organizations, so long as they conform to the national
education policy. Financial assistance will be given to such schools within the limits of
Federal finances.
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9. Existing provisions· for religious instruction, estate schools, special schools, secondary
modern and vocational schools, and other forms of useful education for aborigines and
others, will he continued, and steps taken to effect improvements wherever possible and
desirable.

University of Malaya

10. The Alliance will press for the establishment of more faculties in the Federation. Among
the more urgently needed are the departments of Public Administration, Commerce,
Agriculture, Accountancy, Engineering and Law.

Other Universities

11. The Alliance Will encourage the development of Universities, as it considers that the
more Universities the country has, the better for the people.

Grants-in-Aid

12. In view of the Alliance policy outlined above, the Alliance will make every effort to
accord equal treatment to all aided-schools within the limits of Federal finances, so that
more opportunities will be given to all children of school age to receive education.
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The Census of British Malaya 1921

TABLE IIT.

BRITISH )V.LAYA.

POPL1•.ATIO~ OF BRITISH ?!.UAYA BY RACE IX 1911 .'.~D Hl21.

[HSM 213]
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The Census of British Malaya 1931
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A Report on the 1947 Census of Population

TABLE 1
TOTAL POPULATION - ALL CATEGORIES ENUMERATED

(including transients anonl, Service personnel enumerated in Service Establishments and Japanese surrendered personnea*)
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TABLE 2
TOTAL POPULATION - EXCLUDING TRANSIENT CATEGORIES'
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. I'EI(US ... ... ... 10,490 36,·109 HOII. 5S,IU 21,51' 27,610 11,788 6,872 4,916 l.r,~ I I.IU'I HS a (, 2 1 4 3 1,818 903 'lIS

UNLOCATED ... ... 2,081 1,121 366 31$ 186 39 782 57S 107 sal 1~3 98 98 86 12 29 21 8 52 30 :t•.. ·1
COI.ONY OF SING:A1'O\lg ... 1 940,82-1 I 516,515 424,30? 1115,135 I 63,2.1~ I 52.4871 730,1331 387,883 I3U.2S0 l.lI,? T8 1 51)24 1 11,25-1 I '1,351 I 5.182 1 4,16'1 9,110 .,415 ,4.665 7,517 4,033 3,484

GRAND TOTAlr-FWEnATION I I I I .I I '.
m,m I ;M,313 I 233.273 1 18.9581 ' 11.013 1 1.9015 I .·,f;898 , 2g.;;3l01' MALA \'A s'.NO,IN(;AI'OltE 5,6~8,?\0 3,1\2,0?2 2,1:\6,818 2.543,569 1,271,\64 1.272,.105. 2,f,I-I,6~1 1,416,456 1~18.8,~~i 1'1.171 - 9,118 9,'53 51~919

• Thl> Tohl•• like Tobl.. ) ••d ~ ..hkll· .. ~ . lM_.tl'I ..I _ •• 1 1 __ L i ", •
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