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Malay art is visual expression of a particular culture, like tapestry which extends through
time. The concept of Malay visual art is as that of a museum without walls. Malay visual art is
a metamorphosis of objects from the natural world to a form which gives shape to the soul of
the creator. The art works, which are realized from the environment vision and imagination,
are the creation of the soul transformed from dream, reflecting the harmonious relationship
between man and nature.

Syed Ahmad Jamal- Malaysian Fine Art Artist.

The Malays of the past are synonym with the nature in their every day life; they rely on
natural resources as a material and inspirations in producing art works. The basic materials
used in making handicrafts were obtained from surroundings closest to their homes or from the
beluga (secondary forest) or from the jungle. Diligence and creativity combined to create
objects needed for daily use.

They use natural resources like panda screw-pine leaves, bemoan, bamboo, rattan and clay to
create a quality and. creative handicraft such as pottery, plaiting, weaving, embroidery, clothing,
woodcarving and weapons.

Most of these creative creations made by past artist are functional and aesthetically pleasing.
Everyday earthenware’s found in Brunei, Burma, Cambodia, Indonesia, Malaysia, the
Philippines, and Thailand have certain features in common. Even the earliest pieces reflect a
combined utilitarian and aesthetic appeal, a characteristic often found in other arts and crafts
of the region.

The Malays artist used plant motifs as a decoration of their art works. Syed Ahmad Jamal,
one of the prominent Malaysian’s artists wrote, “The plant motif is one of the elements which
demonstrate uniqueness of Islamic visual art. The motif goes .through changes in form at
several levels. The original source is the grape-vine, with its twisting tendrils replaced by
bean runners, giving local identity”.

Pottery is one of the earliest handicrafts which were created by the human civilization,
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