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INTRODUCTION

This paper describes the initial results of my research project entitled uPrehistoric
trade and culture contact between Bukit Tengkorak and other sites in Southeast
Asia and the Pacific region". It presents the research activities and findings
during the first year of the project from 2002-2003 and a brief overview of the
background of the research project, the research aims and methodology as well
as plans for future research.

RESEARCH BACKGROUND

Briefly, the archaeological research at Bukit Tengkorak in Sabah, Malaysia
began as my PhD research in 1994-1995, which was completed successfully in
1997. The research produced new and important findings on the prehistory Bukit
Tengkorak in Southeast Asia, in particular new insights and theories on
prehistoric movements of people as well as long-distance sea trading and
exchange in island Southeast Asia and the Pacific region. The research also
revealed a major ancient pottery-making site at Bukit Tengkorak and the longest
sea-traded obsidian in the world, over a distance of 3,500 km, at around 3,000­
5,000 years ago (Chia 2003, Chia 2003a, Chia, 2001, Vandiver & Chia 1997,
Tykot & Chia 1997).

The previous research at Bukit Tengkorak, however, had raised several
important issues and questions on the archaeology of Southeast Asia and the
Pacific that need to be resolved (Service 1996). Some of the main issues and
questions include the dating of obsidian artefacts excavated from Bukit
Tengkorak, the type of people who inhabited Bukit Tengkorak and other sites in
the southeastern coastal region of Sabah, the origins of the Bukit Tengkorak
obsidian artefacts and pottery sherds that have yet to be traced to any sources or
origins in Southeast Asia and the Pacific region as well as the factors leading to
the movement of people, trade or exchange between Bukit Tengkorak and island
Southeast Asia and the Pacific region during the prehistoric times.

RESEARCH AIMS

Bukit Tengkorak and the Semporna region in Sabah is regarded as an important
archaeological area in Southeast Asia because it has great potential to generate
new data in order to answer the numerous issues and problems related to the
prehistory of Southeast Asia and the Pacific region. The present research project
hopes to be able to resolve these issues and questions and to provide significant
contributions towards the understanding of the prehistory of Bukit Tengkorak in
island Southeast Asia and the Pacific region. The main aims of the present
research project, therefore, will include the following:










































